
Nativity Parish Council Minutes January 16, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mark Miller at 7pm. There were no minutes from November 2016 to 

approve. 

Attended: F. Candela, A. Buford, A. Crowe, M. Johnston, T.Kraft, S.May , C.McLaughlin, T. McGratty, M. 

Miller, K.Milligan, T. Novara, N. Silveri, Br. Ray, H. Wimble, M.E. White, D. Wois, S. Wois, Br. Robert 

Absent C. Kulchy 

--Mark introduced a discussion about Christmas events. It was suggested that we make our Christmas 

schedule available to alums in the letter that we send in in the fall. Annie gave a report on the gifting 

program, which went very well. Gifts were given to 346 children and deliveries were made to 88 

families.  The schedule for Christmas masses involving children and teens was discussed and will be 

reviewed at future meetings. 

--Brother Ray opened a discussion about the future of Nativity, (which was a continuation of a discussion 

from 11/16/16 mtg). Some of the important questions were:   How do we grow the parish? Are we 

happy with what we have? Would babysitting help to increase participation at mass? How can we invite 

the food pantry people to our services? Do visitors see us as a “suburban” parish? Are we as a parish 

doing enough to help our neighbors and to be an active member of the neighborhood?  

It was decided that we will include a survey to those who pick up food pantry items. Among the 

questions are: “What do you need from us?” and “How can we help you?”  

It was also discussed that we invite the pantry participants to join us for a Thursday lunch, where we 

could get to know our guests better. More on this at next meeting 

Gerry Burns has agreed to provide transportation from the senior center to mass on the weekend. If 

needed, he could use the new van. 

--Other ideas for outreach were discussed.  A Sunday dinner for the parish and the neighborhood will 

take place on March 19, 2017.  Frank Candela agreed to chair this event.   Kim Milligan reported that a 

Mardi Gras party is being planned for Saturday March 4, 2017.  We may put a notice on the sign outside 

of church to publicize these events.  We will continue to discuss ideas for outreach and expanding our 

presence in the neighborhood.  

Other discussions: 

-- Suggestions submitted by parishioners were reviewed and discussed.  Many suggestions related to the 

importance of music in our liturgy. Brother Ray and Coleman will discuss ways to encourage parishioners 

to participate in the music during liturgies, including song selection and the use of hymnals.   

The suggestion box also included questions about the Prayer for Peace which is no longer part of our 

liturgies.  Brother Robert advised the council that the addition of such a prayer may not be a liturgically 

correct addition to the mass.  A discussion was held regarding finding a way to include the Prayer for 

Peace in a way that does not conflict with liturgical rules for the mass.  Discussion on this topic will 

continue. 



The Council will continue to review and discuss the many suggestions raised by parishioners. 

--There are still 180 raffle tickets to sell. It was suggested that tickets be given away without cost to 

visitors who attend mass at Nativity to welcome them to the parish. 

-- --Harry was asked if the complete bulletin could be put on the parish web site. At the present time, 

only the front page is on the web site.  Airika will work with Harry to put the bulletin on the web site.   

--Mark requests that nominations for the Alliance spirit award be sent to him or brought to Feb meeting. 

The Alliance spirit dinner is March 8, 2017 

--The Council will discuss scholarships at next meeting. 

 

 


