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REFLECTION FROM FR. CHARLES

The Two Greatest Powers

A priest friend once told me how he was called one night to the hospital to pray with a lady who was
terminally ill. The lady’s condition had deteriorated rapidly, but she was still in good spirit and conscious
when he arrived. After few minutes of conversation with the lady; getting to know her and hearing her
story, the lady said, “I am dying Father, and I am afraid.” The priest paused for a while listening to the
Holy Spirit’s guide on a response, and he was led to some scriptural passages. One scriptural passage was
when Jesus told his disciples, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid” (Matt. 14:27). The second scriptural
passage was from the prophecy of the prophet Isaiah, “Do not be afraid, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you...” (Isaiah 41:10).

The priest then asked the woman if it is possible that she would be afraid of her best friend who loves,
supports, and wishes the best for her? The woman answered, no. The priest told her to take courage and
not be afraid to take the next step forward, because her best friend is with her and He will accompany her
through every journey.

From this story, there is present the interaction between human fear and its remedy of trusting love. The
woman was afraid of losing her life and letting go of everything and everyone. But isn’t this the drama
going on in our lives on daily basis? Perhaps some might say the fear of losing their lives isn’t active now,
but the fear of losing something is often active; power, material possessions, status, job, health, loved ones,
independence, freedom, etc. How do we respond to this fear of loss? Some people double down on their
efforts to protect what they have, whether it be their freedoms, assets, or even their very lives. Some others
live in denial of their fears. Yet we know deep down, sooner or later, that we will have to let go of
everything and surrender to the mystery of love that is infinitely greater than all our fears. As Christians,
we believe that this ever-present mystery of love that surrounds us is our God who knows us and wants us
to be united with him. Therefore, it is only with the perfect love of the risen Lord that fear can be overcome.

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ.




DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.
Our Lady Queen of Heaven: Sunday, 9:00AM

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM
St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM
St. Jude: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday,10:30AM
St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
h
29th Sunday 30t Sunday
First Reading: First Reading:

Exodus 17:8-13 Sirach 3512-14, 16-18

Responsorial Psalm Responsorial Psalm

Our help is from the The Lord hears the cry of
Lord, who made heaven the poor.
and earth. .
Second Reading: Second Reading:
2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Gospel Reading: Gospel Reading:
Luke 18:1-8 Luke 18:9-14

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKDAY MASSES

Sacred Heart: Tuesday 5:00 PM

St. Augustine and St. Monica:
Wednesday, 9:00 AM

Nativity of Our Lord:
Thursday, 8:00 AM Holy Hour, 9:00 AM Mass

St. Charles Borromeo: Friday, 11:00 AM

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

In today’s Gospel, Jesus told a parable to His disciples
about the need to pray always without becoming
weary. He said, "There was a judge in a certain town
who neither feared God nor respected any human
being. And a widow in that town used to come to him
and say, 'Render a just decision for me against my
adversary.”’ After unwilling to grant her request for a
long time, the judge reasons: “While it is true that 1
neither fear God nor respect any human being,
because this widow keeps bothering me, 1 shall
deliver a just decision for her lest she finally come
and strike me.” The parable seems to present prayer
as nagging God for what we want. However, God
is not like the judge. Jesus is saying that if an unjust
judge responds to the persistence of the widow, how
much more so will God listen to our prayers. His
response and timing may not always what we
desire. That is when persistence, faith and wisdom are
needed. Jesus ends the Gospel by saying, “I tell you,
he (God) will see to it that justice is done for them
speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he
find faith on earth?'" What do you think about Jesus’
question? How does this Gospel speak to you about
your prayer life? Reference: Luke 18:1-8

REMEMBERING OUR DECEASED LOVED ONES

On November 2" we will remember our relatives that have died since Novemeber 1%,

2024. If you have lost a spouse, child, brother, sister (in-law) or niece/nephew. Please get a
form from the and return to Cookie Kulchy.

All names need to be submitted by October 27,




WHAT’S HAPPENING

We are so grateful for your continued support of the
pantry. This week we need Tuna Fish, Non-Sweet Cereal
and Spaghetti Sauce. Again, we thank you for all you do
to help us.

ONGOING EVENTS
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
6:00pm
Bible study with Fr. Charles
Monday: St. Augustine/St. Monica Parish House
Wednesday: St. Charles Social Hall (basement)
Friday: St. Raymond

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 26: Trunk or Treat following Mass in the
comfort of the church basement. We will need people to
decorate tables and pass out candy.

November 2: Worthy To Be Praised Concert 5:30 PM
See Kim Milligan for ticket information or the flyer.

November 15: St. Elizabeth’s 140™ Anniversary Dinner
Dance at 4:00PM at Sacred Heart Activities Bldg 3451
Rivard St., Detroit, MI 48207. Tickets $25.00.

November 30; Start setting up Christmas Program
after Mass.

December 7t%: St. Elizabeth “Checkbook Spaghetti
Dinner” In Loving Memory of Fr. John Markham 2 PM
at Sacred Heart Activities Bldg.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26"
after Mass!

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Brandon Adams, Judy Bartnik,
Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank
Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian
Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, Kingsley Croul, Teri DeHem,
John Deisinger, Diane Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini,
Rosa Gracey, Neidra & Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins,
Bart Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-
Jones, Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy Krembel,
Clarence Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah Marshall,
Kathy McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin &
Theresa McCoy, Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki,
Gail Northcutt, Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall,
Yvonne Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-Jones’
mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all those
who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at
the Parish Office when a name should be removed
from this list.)
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Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/(@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ V' Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
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29t Sunday of the Year
October 19, 2025

Roz King (Family)
Justin Carnaghi (Family)

The Nativity Community

30" Sunday of the Year
October 26, 2025

Al Mudloff (Family)
Deacon John Wright (The Nativity Family)

Roz King (Frances Carnaghi)

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

10-23: Alesia Adams
10-25: Akira Buford

&

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR
BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY WAS
MISSED.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum
Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum
Deacon John Wright

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie
Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.




