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A PRAYER FOR THE
of Advent

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE:

Sunday 9:30 AM
Thursday 9:00 AM

REFLECTION FROM FR. FRANCIS

HAPPY NEW YEAR IN DECEMBER: THE UNIQUENESS OF CATHOLICISM

Happy New Year. I know it sounds strange to say “Happy New Year” in December. On a circular calendar, a year starts in
January. However, the year of the Church, also known as the Liturgical Year, begins on the first Sunday of Advent. Each of
the three liturgical years (A, B, and C) is theocentric. That is to say, it tells the story of our salvation history and the prominent
role that Jesus, our Messiah played. The story of Jesus is chronologically told in each of these liturgical years, beginning with
events leading to His birth and His public ministry. For the current liturgical year, we are in Year A for Sundays and in Year
II for weekdays.

As earlier noted, each liturgical year begins with Advent. The word Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus,” which
translates as “arrival” or “coming.” Consequently, the season of Advent allows us to reflect on the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ at Christmas. It is worth noting, however, that there is a theological nuance to the Catholic understanding of the coming
of Christ. Catholic theology teaches that the three comings of Jesus are somewhat inseparable from one another. The three are
the First Coming, the Second Coming (also known as the final coming), and the Third Coming. The third coming is between
the first and second comings of Christ. In the first coming, we reflect on the history of salvation. Our minds are drawn back
to the historical Jesus who entered the world through incarnation and redeemed humanity many years ago. In the second
coming, we reflect on our journey of faith and the expectation of Christ who is to come again at the end of time. We
acknowledge that at Christ’s second coming, He will not come as a savior or redeemer, but as a judge. That informs our
decision-making regarding how we live our lives in preparation for Christ’s second coming. The third coming of Jesus is the
daily coming of Jesus to us. It occurs through the Scriptures, through the Sacraments, through God’s ministers, in daily events
of our lives, through our neighbors, through our coworkers, and through our individual deaths. All three comings of Jesus are
inseparably connected. The first reminds us of our history of salvation, the second coming necessitates us to be prepared, and
the third offers us the daily opportunity to prepare.

The question is, how well are we preparing for the coming of Jesus? Often, we spend plenty of time preparing for our careers,
taking care of our human visitors, and managing homes, cars, businesses, and everything that matters to us in this life. Yet,
we do not have time to prepare for the coming of Jesus to us. Even as we have entered this holy season of Advent, most of us
may have already begun making plans for our Christmas decorations, dinner choices, Christmas parties, and the dresses we
will wear. But then, are we equally well-prepared for the coming of Christ? In other words, is there any spiritual preparation
from us? We can get busy doing everything right according to the world, yet heading in the wrong direction according to
eternity. Advent calls us to pause, reevaluate what matters most, and realign ourselves with God’s missions in our lives.




DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.
Our Lady Queen of Heaven: Sunday, 9:00AM

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM
St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM
St. Jude: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday,10:30AM
St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!

We(tome

tﬁanre/mﬂ/l
How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
Second Sunday of Advent || Third Sunday of Advent
First Reading

. First Reading

Isaiah 11:1-1 .

saia 0 Isaiah 35;1-6. 10
Responsorial Psalm

Justice shall flourish in his

time, and fullness of peace

Responsorial Psalm
Lord, come and save us.

forever.
Second Reading: Se;‘md léf;ldll(l)lg:
Romans 15:4-9 ames 5:/-
Gospel Reading:

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 3:1-12

Matthew 11:2-11

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKDAY MASSES

Sacred Heart: Tuesday 5:00 PM

St. Augustine and St. Monica:
Wednesday, 9:00 AM

Nativity of Our Lord:
Thursday, 8:00 AM Holy Hour, 9:00 AM Mass

St. Charles Borromeo: Friday, 11:00 AM

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

In this 2nd week of Advent, the Gospel reading from
Matthew describes the work and preaching of John the
Baptist. He is presented as a fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy, “ It was of him that the prophet
Isaiah had spoken when he said: A voice of one crying
out in the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight  his  paths.” John's central message
is, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand!" This is not just a call to repent for one's sins,
but a call to a fundamental change in one's life and
values to align with God's coming kingdom. Those in
Jerusalem, all Judea and the entire region around
Jordan acknowledged their sin and were baptized by
John in the Jordan River. John makes clear that his
relationship to the coming Messiah (Jesus) is one of
service and subservience: “I am baptizing you with
water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after
me is mightier than 1. I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.” John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a
key theme of the Advent season. As John's message
prepared the way for Jesus in the first century, we, too,
are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' coming. We
are also called to be prophets of Christ, who announce
by our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord. How
will you respond to John's message of repentance and

reform this Advent season and beyond?
Reference: Matthew 3:1-12

NATIVITY WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT
THEME: Navigating Turbulent Waters Finding Calm, Courage, and Christ in the Storm
February 20-22, 2026: At St. Paul Retreat Center
See details posted in Church
(By Mary's Altar side)
To register visit: stpaulretreat.org




WHAT’S HAPPENING

Mass for the Immaculate Conception
St. Raymond: 8:30am
St. Charles: 11:00am
Sacred Heart: 5:00pm
Nativity: 6:00 pm

PANTRY NEEDS
We are so grateful for your continued support of the
pantry. This week, we need Christmas Candy, Hot
Chocolate Packets, and Tuna Fish. We are packing the
Christmas boxes of food too.

Again, we thank you for all you do to help us.

ONGOING EVENTS
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
6:00PM
Bible study with Fr. Charles
Monday: St. Augustine/St. Monica Parish House
Wednesday: St. Charles Social Hall (basement)
Friday: St. Raymond

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 7t%: St. Elizabeth “Checkbook Spaghetti
Dinner” In Loving Memory of Fr. John Markham 2PM
at Sacred Heart Activities Bldg.

CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

December 7th: After Mass

December 8th: Christmas Program Organizing 9:30-
12:00 & 4:00-7:00PM

December 9th™®: Christmas Program Organizing
9:30-12:00 & 4:00-7:00PM

December 10th: Christmas Program Organizing
9:30-12:00

December 12%": Christmas Program Organizing
9:30-12:00

December 13": Christmas Program Organizing
9:00-1:00PM

ADVENT REVIVAL
Friday, December 12t
At Sacred Heart
Hope to see you there

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

|

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams,
Judy Bartnik, Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek, Frank
Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed, Fran
Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, Kingsley
Croul, Teri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa Gracey, Neidra &
Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill,
Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly,
Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga
Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s
Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa McCoy,
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt,
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-Jones’
mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all those
who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at
the Parish Office when a name should be removed
from this list.)

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/(@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ V' Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity

MASS%/en/;o;}‘

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025

Fr. Jerome Singer (The Nativity Family)
Fr. Dan Trapp (The Nativity Family)
Don Dupre (Cookie & Jim Kulchy)
Joan Sierengowski
(Anthony Sierengowski)

3rd Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025
Therese McGratty (Frances Carnaghi)
Tom Benigni (Jim & Cookie Kulchy)
George Scamihorn (Family)

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

12-08: Billy Dombrowski & Lisa Benberry
12-11: Fr. Francis Asomkase

a

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum
Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum
Deacon John Wright

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie

Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.




