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Sunday 9:30 AM
Thursday 9:00 AM

Thirdl Surdlny

OF ADVENT

REFLECTION FROM FR. RICHARD

Dear Friends and Parishioners of Our Eastside Family,

Last weekend, within my homily, I made a reference to one of our Catholic Church’s seven sacraments, namely, the Sacrament
of Reconciliation (“Confession”). Ithought it’d be fitting to add some personal reflections about this Sacrament in this bulletin
as we continue to move along in Advent.

This Sacrament can afford us a beautiful and consoling moment offered by our Church to experience— within a conversation
with a priest—the gracious mercy of our God in Jesus Christ. Through this sacrament we receive the assurance of complete
pardon and forgiveness of whatever sinfulness we acknowledge and confess.

Surely, it’s humbling to admit mistakes, faults, and offenses against God and others—that is, anything that fails in love—yet
such an admission is the very pathway to the sacrament’s forgiveness in Christ. As Jesus often said when offering mercy:
“Go on your way, and sin no more.”

In general terms, when [ was young, the image of God was more that of an ever-watchful judge. Today, generally speaking,
the image is more of an ever-watchful and loving companion, friend, or parent. How wonderful! However, sometimes today’s
image can render God so benign that we could feel God simply dismisses our sinfulness or says, “your sins are so minor, so
don’t sweat the small stuff.” Yet, as St. John states, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” God loves us too much
to have us become unreflective or comfortable with our sinfulness; rather, Our Lord calls us out of the darkness, and into the
light of grace through the kindness of his mercy.

When we, in a private and sincere way acknowledge our sin out of love for God and ask for mercy, God does not hesitate to
hear us. Yet, at the same time, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a way to make our individual sorrow even more of a
relational, social, human, and clearly ecclesial experience through the instrumentality of the priest who forgives in the name
of God. What an available and healing moment to know the assurance of being forgiven in a very personal manner.

What to do? Ask a priest to hear our Confession and proceed in this simple manner: 1) acknowledge our sins, 2) listen to any
comments or advice 3) recite an act of contrition (and complete the penance the priest may give us, possibly right after, if it’s
a prayer or, if another penance, then within a short time) and 4) welcome and receive the following words of absolution:

“By the ministry of the Church, may God grant you pardon and peace. And I absolve you from your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

What a gift! What a grace, as St. Paul says: “Where sin abounds, grace abounds more.” Clearly it abounds in this Sacrament
of Reconciliation. And all of it is sealed in absolute confidentiality.
Fr. Richard




DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.
Our Lady Queen of Heaven: Sunday, 9:00AM

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM
St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM
St. Jude: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday,10:30AM
St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
Third Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent
First Reading First Reading

Isaiah 35;1-6. 10 Isaiah 7:10-14

Responsorial Psalm

Responsorial Psalm )
Let the Lord enter; he is

Lord, come and save us.

king of glory.
Second Reading: .
James 5:7-10 Second Reading:
Romans 1:1-7
Gospel Reading:

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 1:18-24

Matthew 11:2-11

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKDAY MASSES

Sacred Heart: Tuesday 5:00PM

St. Augustine and St. Monica:
Wednesday, 9:00AM

Nativity of Our Lord:
Thursday, 8:00AM Holy Hour, 9:00AM Mass

St. Charles Borromeo: Friday, 11:00AM

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Today’s Gospel reading continues our Advent
reflection on the person and message of John the
Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about his
relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. “I am
baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one
who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.” Today we hear John that
sent his disciples with word to Jesus from prison,
asking if Jesus is the Messiah for whom he has been
waiting. Jesus said to them in reply, "Go and tell John
what you hear and see: the blind regains their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them.” This passage affirms Jesus'
identity as the Messiah through his deeds and
emphasizes John's significant role as the last Old
Covenant prophet and the elevated status of believers
in the new era of the kingdom of Heaven. It encourages
faith and highlights the blessed position of believers in
the Kingdom of Heaven. By highlighting His works
of healing and compassion, Jesus showed that the
gospel is not just about words but also about actions by
us as His disciples. How will you prepare and respond
to this call to action during this Advent season and
beyond?

Reference: Matthew 11:2-11

NATIVITY WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT
THEME: Navigating Turbulent Waters Finding Calm, Courage, and Christ in the Storm
February 20-22, 2026: At St. Paul Retreat Center
See details posted in Church
(By Mary's Altar side)
To register visit: stpaulretreat.org




WHAT’S HAPPENING

PANTRY NEEDS
We are so grateful for your continued support of the
pantry. December 18" is our last pantry day for the
month. The pantry will reopen January 8" Again, we
thank you for all you do to help us.

CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
December 14™: Christmas Program After Mass
December 15-17";: 9AM-3:00PM
We will need: shopper assistance, helpers to load the
cars(heavy lifting involved)

OTHER THINGS GOING ON IN CHURCH

December 14™ & 21%t: Collection as you leave church
for the Christmas Flowers

December 20™: Bring the Christmas Trees up to
Altar: Time: TBD and Cleaning up Church and
Basement

December 21%: Decorate church after Mass

MASS SCHEDULE AT NATIVITY
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS

December 24™: Christmas Eve 5:00PM
December 25™; Christmas Day 9:30AM

Sunday. December 28": 9:30 Mass
Thursday, January 1%%: 9:00AM

There is a family of parish schedule by the doors and
was emailed if our Mass schedule doesn’t work for
you.

The office will be closed December 24™"-January 5.
Phone messages and emails will be checked daily.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

|

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams,
Judy Bartnik, Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek, Frank
Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed, Fran
Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, Kingsley
Croul, Teri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa Gracey, Neidra &
Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill,
Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly,
Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga
Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s
Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa McCoy,
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt,
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-Jones’
mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all those
who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at
the Parish Office when a name should be removed
from this list.)

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https:// www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

# Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
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3rd Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025
Therese McGratty (Frances Carnaghi)
Tom Benigni (Jim & Cookie Kulchy)
George Scamihorn (Family)

4" Sunday of Advent
December 21st, 2025
Carol McGillen (Nancy & Tony)
Fr. Dan Trapp (Gail Osborne)
Mary Alice Kohloff (Anne Crowe)

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

12-16: Mariah Elmore
12-20: Jeanne Kalkman
12-21: Mark Crawford

&

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum
Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum
Deacon John Wright

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie

Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.




