
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                   

                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

January 11, 2026 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

 

NATIVITY NEWS Nativity of Our 
Lord Catholic 

Church 
5900 McClellan,  
Detroit, MI 48213 

Email: 
nativityol@sbcglobal.net 

 

WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE: 

 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

Thursday 9:00 AM 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Lower Eastside Family, 

Blessed new year, 2026, to each and all!  No doubt, most of us enjoyed some degree of relaxation and refreshment during the 
holidays—busy though they be—and are now moving into the new year with a stronger spirit.  We do so with ample hope to 
sustain us for our personal betterment and that of the world.  With our world in mind, let me review the powerful message 
given to us by our US Catholic Bishops on behalf of immigrants who are struggling within our country now.   

During the recent Assembly of US Bishops, they issued a special message on immigration, applauded by the Pope.  It’s a rare, 
unified action, invoked for the first time in twelve years, underscoring the urgency of the current moment.  In their message, 
they expressed their deep concern for the evolving situation impacting immigrants throughout the US and reaffirmed the 
longstanding more principles guiding our Catholic Church’s advocacy.  Here are some excerpts: 

“As pastors, we the bishops are bound to our people by ties of communion and compassion in Our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
disturbed when we see among our people a climate of fear and anxiety around questions of profiling and immigration 
enforcement.  We are saddened by the state of contemporary debate and the vilification of immigrants.  We are concerned 
about the conditions in detention centers and the lack of access to pastoral care.  We lament that some immigrants have 
arbitrarily lost their legal status.  We are troubled by threats against the sanctity of houses of worship and the special nature 
of hospitals and schools.  We are grieved when we meet parents who face being detained when taking their children to school 
and when we try to console family members who have already been separated from their loved ones. 

We recognize that nations have a responsibility to regulate their borders and establish a just and orderly immigration system 
for the sake of the common good.  Without such processes, immigrants face the risk of trafficking and other forms of 
exploitation.  Safe and legal pathways serve as an antidote to such risks. 

We note with gratitude that so many of our clergy, consecrated religious, and lay faithful already accompany and assist 
immigrants in meeting their basic human needs.  We urge all people of good will to continue and expand such efforts. 

We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people.  We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric and violence, whether 
directed at immigrants or at law enforcement.  We pray that the Lord may guide the leaders of our nation, and we are grateful 
for past and present opportunities to dialogue with public and elected officials.  In this dialogue, we will continue to advocate 
for meaningful immigration reform.” 

Fr. Richard 

 

 

REFLECTION FROM FR. RICHARD 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord will bless his 
people with peace. 
 

Second Reading: 
Acts 10:34-38 

 
Gospel Reading: 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS! 

 

How Do I Join Nativity Parish? 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please 
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a 
registration form available in the back of the church 
and drop it in the collection basket. 

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or 
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor 
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033. 

NEXT WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Second Sunday 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 

Responsorial Psalm 
Here I am Lord, I come to 
do your will. 

Second Reading: 
1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

 
Gospel Reading: 

John 1:29-34 

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE 
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord. Jesus’ Baptism is considered a manifestation of 
God in Jesus, another “epiphany.”  Last week, we 
celebrated the Epiphany of Jesus’ birth and visit by the 
Magi.  The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or 
“showing forth.” Today’s Gospel reveals to us Jesus' 
relation to God: the son of Mary and Joseph is also 
God's own Son.  “After Jesus was baptized, he came 
up from the water and behold, the heavens were 
opened for him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming upon him.  And a 
voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”   Jesus’s 
Baptism is reported in all three Synoptic Gospels—
Matthew, Mark, and Luke (events in all three Gospels 
described from similar points of view in).  Mark and 
Luke report the story from Jesus' perspective where the 
voice from heaven is addressed to Jesus.  Today we 
hear the voice from heaven speaks to everyone. Clearly 
Jesus’ Baptism was an event of great significance for 
Jesus and the early Christian community.  Have you 
ever considered the significance of your Baptism?  If 
you were Baptized as an infant, has witnessing other 
Baptisms given yours greater understanding and 
meaning?  In what ways? 
 
Reference:  Matthew 3:13-17 

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF 
PARISHES WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed. 
Our Lady Queen of Heaven: Sunday, 9:00AM 
 

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM & 
10:00AM 
 

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM 
 
 

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM 

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM 

St. Jude: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday,10:30AM 

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM 

 

NATIVITY WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT 
THEME:  Navigating Turbulent Waters Finding Calm, Courage, and Christ in the Storm 

  February 20-22, 2026: At St. Paul Retreat Center 
See details posted in Church 

(By Mary's Altar side) 
To register visit: stpaulretreat.org 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams, 
Judy Bartnik, Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek, Frank 
Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed, Fran 
Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, Kingsley 
Croul, Teri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane 
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa Gracey, Neidra & 
Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill, 
Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly, 
Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga 
Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s 
Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa McCoy, 
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, 
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne 
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Joyce Shahady, Larry 
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart, 
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene, 
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and 
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-Jones’ 
mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all those 
who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at 
the Parish Office when a name should be removed 
from this list.) 

 

 
Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you, 
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear, 
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that 
your love and power surround us to give us health and 
strength.  Amen 
 

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S 
HEALING FOR 

                     On the Rise Bakery Cafe  

At the Solanus Casey Center 
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207 

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

PANTRY NEEDS 
We are so grateful for your continued support of the 
pantry.  Between you and our St. Charles family, we have 
enough family size peanut butter for bigger families for 
the rest of the month depending on our numbers. This 
week we need tuna, pork & beans, and cereal. 

 
HELP NEEDED 

 

If you could stay a bit after Mass and help take down 
Christmas decorations, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

ATTENTION CLEARANCE SHOPPERS 
 

If you are out and about and see items on clearance, 
please keep the Christmas Program in mind. A few items 
that we will always need are: Coats, Adult and Children 
hats,  mittens and gloves, throw blankets, and adult sizes 
sweatshirts and hoodies or full jogging suits for our teens. 
If you have any questions, call Anne in the office. Also, 
the gift sets with lotion and bodywash. 
 

2026 Parish Envelopes 
If you haven’t picked up your 2026 envelopes yet, please 
do so today. If you would like envelopes but haven’t 
registered in the parish yet, please take a form and bring 
it back completed next week. Now would be a good time 
to show parish growth, so if you attend regularly but 
never officailly registered, please think about registering.  
 
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 
Annual Holy Mass for Justice and Peace: In 
Gratitude for the life, work and example of 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Monday, January 19, 2026 | 11:00AM 

Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
9844 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202 

Celebrant: Archbishop Edward J. Weisenburger 
 

REMEMBRANCE MASS 
Sunday, January 25th, at St. Augustine/St. Monica 

10:00AM 
Honoring the Life and Ministry of  

Monsignor Dan Trapp 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism of the Lord 
January 11, 2026 

 
Mary Laurent (Tish & Gary Colett) 

 

Michael Schram (Cookie & Jim Kulchy) 
 

Sr. Jolene VanHandel(Sharon Estes) 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 18, 2026 

 
Nicholas Garvin (Bob & Liz Ricci) 

 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
1-12: Jarel Adams 
1-13: Geoff Shahady & Delores Susko 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
 
 

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US 
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY 

OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED. 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

 
Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum 

 

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum 
 

Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum 
 

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 
 

Deacon John Wright 
 
 

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator  
 
 

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary  

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Hermenia Adams 
 

Mashauna Adams 
 

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt 
 

Jerry Burns 
 

Tish Colett 
 

Maura Corrigan 
 

Linda Cunningham 
 

Norma Danzie 
 

Willie Lewis 
 

Chris McLaughlin 
 

Kim Milligan 
 

Mark Miller 
 

Sharon Mudloff 
 

Charvala Wheeler 
 

 

Nativity’s Mission Statement 

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside  
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to  

social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other. 
 

REMINDERS: 

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site:  https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit  
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we 
Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church. 
Coins for Haiti Jug:  Donations are welcome.  The jug is located in the front of the church. 
Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org 
Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/ 

 
DONATE HERE  or go to the giving site at:  https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity 
 


