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REFLECTION FROM SR. ELLEN

Welcome to February, Black History Month

Amanda Gorman penned a new poem in remembrance of Alex Petti, a 37-year-old ICU nurse fatally shot by a US
Border Patrol agent in Minneapolis last Saturday, sparking outrage across much of the nation. This poem refers to the
killing as a murder and emphasizes the moral contradictions amid a nationwide conservative push for immigration
enforcement, even as federal officials under President Trump resort to violence against peaceful American civilians.

For Alex Jeffrey Pretti murdered by I.C.E. January 24, 2026

We walk with
no words, just woe & wound.
Our own country shooting us in the back is not just brutality;
it’s jarring betrayal;
not enforcement, but execution.
A message: Love your people & you will die.
Yet our greatest threat isn’t the outsiders
among us, but those among us who never look
within. Fear not those without papers, but those
without conscience. Know that to care intensively,
united, is to carry both pain-dark horror for today
& a profound, daring hope for tomorrow. We can feel
we have nothing to give, & still belove this world waiting, trembling to change.
If we cannot find words, may we find the will;
if we ever lose hope, may we never lose our humanity.
The only undying thing is mercy, the courage to open
ourselves like doors, hug our neighbor,
& save one more bright, impossible light.
Amanda Gorman

Minneapolis, Minnesota

We see you. We pray for you.

We grieve with you. You are not alone.
Stay Safe and Strong




TODAY'’S SCRIPTURE
READINGS

Fourth Sunday

First Reading
Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13

Responsorial Psalm
Blessed are the poor in
spirit; the kingdom of
heaven is theirs!
Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 5:1-12

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE
READINGS

Fifth Sunday

First Reading:
Isaiah 58:7-1

Responsorial Psalm
The just man is a light in
darkness to the upright.

Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 5:13-16

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs?

Contact Joni Scott, Director of Formation at the Parish
House at 313-922-0033.
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How Do | Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of church and
drop in the collection basket.

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-

streamed.

Our Lady Queen of Heaven: Sunday, 9:00AM
Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM

& 10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM
St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM
St. Jude: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday,10:30AM
St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

Plesset

NATHEWST0

Evangelization Committee
Bible Question of the Week

In today’s 2™ reading Paul reminds the church in
Corinth (and us) that our salvation is not based on
human wisdom or might. God intentionally chooses the
seemingly foolish, weak, and lowly to shame the
worldly wise and powerful. He writes “Consider your
own calling, brothers and sisters. Not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. Rather, God
chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and
God chose the weak of the world to shame the strong,
and God chose the lowly and despised of the world,
those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing
those who are something, so that no human being
might boast before God.” Salvation, righteousness, and
wisdom come from Christ alone, so believers should
"boast in the Lord. This shifts the focus from human
achievements or leaders to God's grace in Christ. Have
you ever struggled with God’s call to fulfill His
purposes in you or through you? Were there thoughts
of lacking wisdom or knowledge? How does this
reading speak to you?

Reference: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

NATIVITY WOMEN’S WEEKEND RETREAT
THEME: Navigating Turbulent Waters Finding Calm, Courage, and Christ in the Storm
February 20-22, 2026: At St. Paul Retreat Center
See details posted in Church (By Mary's Altar side)
To register visit: stpaulretreat.org




WHAT’S HAPPENING

Food Pantry

We are grateful for your continued support of the pantry.
Your weekly donations make a difference. This week we
need: Cereal, Soup, and Bags of Individually Wrapped
Valentine Candy. Again, thank you never seems to be
enough, but THANK YOU!

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES
FEBRUARY 18%
St. Augustine/St. Monica: 9:00AM

Nativity 12:00PM

Sacred Heart:12:00PM

St. Elizabeth:2:00PM

Sacred Heart: 5:00PM
St. Charles:6:00PM

St. Raymond: 6:00PM

¢ Women’s Lenten Mini-Retreat

The Christmas decorations are down, Paczki Day is coming, and
Lent is right around the corner — it’s not too early to start making
those Lenten plans! Grab some friends (or come solo and make
new ones) and join us for our revival of the One-Day Women’s
Lenten Retreat, hosted by Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
in Hamtramck, on Saturday, March 14, 2026, from 9:00am —
3:30pm (optional Mass at 8:30am). Discover how this year’s
theme, “Strong” applies to you, wherever you are in your
journey. Registration fee is $25 (Early Bird Special - $20 by
2/23/26), and includes light breakfast, luncheon, all take-aways
and take-home materials, keynote speakers, small group
interaction, and more! Call the Queen of Apostles Rectory at
313-891-1520 (8:30am-1:30pm) for more registration
information or mail in the form below. Deadline to register is
March 6, 2026. Hope to see you there!

Name

Phone number

Email address (if applicable)

Make checks payable to “Our Lady Queen of Apostles” and
mail with form to:

Queen of Apostles Rectory

Attn: Women’s Lenten Retreat

3851 Prescott

Hamtramck, MI 48212
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\@, 1 HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon
Adams, Judy Bartnik, Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek,
Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed,
Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin,
Kingsley Croul, Teri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa Gracey, Neidra
& Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art
Hill, Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly,
Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga
Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s
Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa McCoy,
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt,
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni
and Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia
Halthon-Jones’ mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma
Wilmer, and all those who need our prayers. (Please
notify Anne Crowe at the Parish Office when a
name should be removed from this list.)

P

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In
you, there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety,
or fear, teach us to yield ourselves to your care,
knowing that your love and power surround us to
give us health and strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center

1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30AM to 4:00PM




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org
Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholi

cchurch detroit/

‘ $ Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Pam Davis 2-01 Theresa McCoy
Drew Gulewicz 2-02 Sr. Ellen Burkhardt
Aria Shannon 2-02 Kassidy Hurt
Frank Candela 2-03 Kyle Hurt

Tiffany Marshall ~ 2-03 Helen Randall
Alessia Hardway  2-05 Jerry Susko
Pamela Ford 2-06

2-07
2-09
2-10
2-10
2-14
2-16

Ewan Dombroski 2-17
Sharon Estes 2-21
Adrian Gabriel 2-21
Giuseppina Darolfi 2-22
Terrell Halthon 2-24
Christine Pentrack 2-25
Carol Frattini 2-29

FEBRUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 2-17: John & Sharon Estes

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time MASS Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 1, 2026 February 8, 2026
Toni Ayers & Barbara Santilli INTENTIONS .
(Nancy & Tony) Rosemary Benivegna
(Nancy Silveri & Tony Novara)

Rose Jansen (Nativity Family)

Pete Morocco (Nancy & Tony)

PARISH DIRECTORY PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Hermenia Adams

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum
Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum
Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum
Deacon John Wright

Mashauna Adams

Norma Danzie
Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt

Jerry Burns
Tish Colett

Maura Corrigan

Chris McLaughlin
Kim Milligan
Mark Miller
Sharon Mudloff

Linda Cunningham

Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission

Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God’s love through commitment to
social justice, service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.




