
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

                                                   

                                                   

 

 

 

 

May 3, 2026 

FIFTH SUNDAY of 

EASTER 

 

NATIVITY NEWS 

Nativity of Our 

Lord Catholic 

Church 
5900 McClellan,  

Detroit, MI 48213 
Email: 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 
 

WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE: 
 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

Thursday 9:00 AM 

 

        HOLDING BACK AND BREAKING UP 

One of the scriptural passages that evoke different emotions including that of anger is Genesis 22 where 

God commanded Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac through slaughtering. Recalling the gospel 

reading on “Good shepherd Sunday”, we wonder whether God is the enemy, who has “come to steal to 

slaughter and to destroy” (John 10:10). Far from it, God at the end of Genesis 22 provided the Ram for 

sacrifice thus saving the boy’s life. 

The question I would like us to ponder is: what would have happened if Abraham held back his son? 

Obviously, that would have caused a “break up” in his relationship with God. This means that in our 

relationship with God, “holding back” leads to “breaking up”, since it demonstrates lack of complete 

trust in God who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light (1Peter 2:9). We ought to give 

our “all” as Mother Teresa would say “give until it hurts”. 

Isaac was a gift from God to Abraham just as we have received so many gifts from God such as wealth, 

health, leadership positions, life, community, faith, speech, humor, voice, and sometimes even sorrows. 

Are we allowing these gifts to be a statement of our faith in God? Are we using these gifts in the service 

of God? Or have we allowed these gifts to cause a “breakup” between us and God? Are we “holding 

back” these gifts as our personal gods? Have we so commercialized these gifts that anything “sacrificial” 

is destroyed completely.  

 St. Augustine reminds us in The City of God that true sacrifice is any work that unites us in holy 

communion with God, and King David affirms “everything comes from you, and we have given you 

only what comes from your hand” (1Chronicles 29:14). Abraham has left us an example to follow, are 

we ready to do so? Oh, that today you would listen to his voice, harden not your hearts – Psalm 95. 

GOD LOVES YOU. 

 

REFLECTION FROM DEACON JUSTUS 
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THIS WEEK’S 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: 

Acts 6:1-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

 Lord, let your mercy be on 

us, as we place our trust in 

you. 

 
 

Second Reading: 

1 Peter 2:49 
 

 

Gospel Reading: 

John 14:1-2 

 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS! 

 

How Do I Join Nativity Parish? 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please 

call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a 

registration form available in the back of the church 

and drop it in the collection basket. 

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or 

religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor 

at the Parish House at 313-922-0033. 

 

 

 

 

 WE PRAY FOR GOD’S 

HEALING FOR 

 

NEXT WEEK’S 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

First Reading 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Let all the earth cry out to 

God with joy. 

Second Reading: 

1 Peter 3:15-18 

Gospel Reading: 

John 14:15-21 

 

 

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF 

PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed. 
 

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM & 

10:00AM 
 

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM 
 
 

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM 

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM 

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM 

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM 
 

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE 

BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

 

On this 5th Sunday of Easter, you may wonder why we 

hear Jesus’ farewell address at the last supper with his 

disciples.  Today’s text is about His promise to prepare 

a place and return for them to be with Him.  It is also 

about their relationship with God through Him.  His 

return to the Father should not be a time of anxiety but 

of rejoicing.  He tells them, "Do not let your hearts be 

troubled.  You have faith in God; have faith also in 

me.  In my Father's house there are many dwelling 

places.  If there were not, would I have told you that 

I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come back again 

and take you to myself, so that where I am you also 

may be. Where I am going you know the way."  To 

make it clear, He says, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life.”  Jesus adds, “If you know me, then you 

will also know my Father.  From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.  “The words that I 

speak to you I do not speak on my own.  The Father 

who dwells in me is doing his works.  Believe me that 

I am in the Father and the Father is in me."  Jesus 

reconciles our relationship with God the Father!  How 

does that make you feel? When you think of the Holy 

Trinity, does it challenge or strengthen your faith? It's 

a good time to meditate on this as we journey to 

Pentecost Sunday. 

Reference:  John 14:1-12 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?1


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon 

Adams, Judy Bartnik, Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek, 

Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed, 

Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, 

Kingsley Croul, Teri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane 

Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa Gracey, Neidra & 

Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill, 

Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly, 

Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga 

Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s 

Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa McCoy, 

Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, 

Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne 

Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, , Josephine Schime Joyce 

Shahady, Larry Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, 

John Stuart, Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. 

Jolene, Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the 

Benigni and Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia 

Halthon-Jones’ mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma 

Wilmer, and all those who need our prayers. (Please 

notify Anne Crowe at the Parish Office when a 

name should be removed from this list.) 

 

 

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you, 

there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear, 

teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that 

your love and power surround us to give us health and 

strength.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WE PRAY FOR GOD’S 

HEALING FOR 

                     On the Rise Bakery Cafe  

At the Solanus Casey Center 

1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207 

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

PANTRY NEEDS 

We are so grateful for your continued support of the 

pantry. This week we need Soup, Vegetables and Sugar. 

Once again, we thank you for all that you do to help us.  

BIBLE STUDY WITH FR. CHARLES! 
 

Now that it is staying light longer, lets really try to 

support this program. 

Monday, St. Augustine/St. Monica, Wednesday, St. 

Charles, Friday, St. Raymond at 6:00PM.  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 
2026 FATHER SINGER MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

(MUST BE A REGISTERED & ACTIVE MEMBER 

OF NATIVITY OF OUR LORD PARISH) 

Application Submission Period Ends:  June 6, 2026 

How to Obtain Applications: Application forms can be 

downloaded and printed from our Nativity website 

at nativitydetroit.org (click on the About Us / Work 

tabs; select appropriate application) 

Donations can be submitted at  Give(parishsoft.com) 

under the Fr. Singer Memorial Scholarship Fund.  We 

thank you in advance for your support. 

For further questions, please contact Charvala Adams-

Wheeler via phone 313-590-2172 or email: 

nativityscholarshipinfo@gmail.com. 

 

 

https://www.nativitydetroit.org/our-work.html
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
mailto:nativityscholarshipinfo@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 
 

The Kresmery Family (Friends) 
 

 

Jack Drury (Tish & Gary Colett) 

 

Sr. Mary Frances Roberts (Jerry Burns) 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 10, 2026 
 

 

The Women of Nativity 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

05-05: Adrian Gabriel  

05-06: Sara Johnston, John Urso & Harry Wimble  

05-07: Kentrell Gabriel & Melvin McCoy 
   

  

 
 

 

 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
 

4-05: Kathy & Jerry Alderman        
 

 

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US 

KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY 

OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED. 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum 
 

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum 
 

 

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 
 

Deacon John Wright 

Deacon Justus Ihemawuloto 
 

 

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator  
 
 

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary  

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Hermenia Adams 
 

Mashauna Adams 
 

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt 
 

Jerry Burns 
 

Tish Colett 
 

Maura Corrigan 
 

Linda Cunningham 

 

   

 

Norma Danzie 
 

Willie Lewis 
 

Chris McLaughlin 
 

Kim Milligan 
 

Mark Miller 
 

Sharon Mudloff 
 

Charvala Wheeler 
 

 

 

Nativity’s Mission Statement 

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside  

dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to  

social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other. 

 

REMINDERS: 

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site:  https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit  

Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we 

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church. 

Coins for Haiti Jug:  Donations are welcome.  The jug is located in the front of the church. 

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org 

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/ 

 
DONATE HERE  or go to the giving site at:  https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity 
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