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REFLECTION FROM FR. FRANCIS

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

With deep excitement and profound gratitude, I would like to wish all the women/ladies in our Family of Parishes
a “Happy Mother’s Day.” There is the popular saying that “mothers are angels in human form.” That is nothing but the
truth. And that includes those who have biological children, and those who have children by association.

Time and time again, from the North to the South, from the West to the East, the world is full of examples of good
mothers who made a difference in their families and communities. Scriptures also present numerous stories of good
mothers, such as Mary, the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:26-38); Hannah, the mother of Samuel(1 Samuel chapters 1 and 2);
Jochebed, the mother of Moses (Exodus 2:1-10); Eunice, Timothy’s mother (2 Timothy 1:5); Elizabeth, the mother of John
the Baptist (Luke chapter 1); Sarah, the mother of Isaac (Genesis 21:1-3); Deborah, acclaimed as mother in Isreal for her
significant role of nurturing and helping Israel (Judges 5:7) etc.

The good mothers mentioned in the Scriptures were women of tremendous faith, courage, and dedication to the
unyielding service of God, their families, and communities. The mothers not only loved and protected their children but
also guided them on the path of moral formation, a life of prayer, stewardship, and sacrifice. The virtuous women received
Christ and became missionaries to their families and communities.

Mary, our Blessed Mother, for example, was a woman of absolute faith and total obedience to God. She cooperated
with God in bringing into the world the Savior of the world. She was a support system to her son (Jesus Christ) throughout
His ministry. Hannah, prayed to God to have a son. Upon having a son, Samuel, she dedicated him to God for the Lord’s
service and prayed for a successful ministry. Jochebed, the mother of Moses, displayed courage and sacrifice by taking risk
of defying Pharaoh’s orders. Instead of killing her son Moses as decreed by Pharaoh, she put him in a basket by the River
Nile to save his life. St. Paul commends Eunice, the mother of Timothy, for having a sincere and deep faith in God and
teaching her son the necessity of faith and the importance of the knowledge of Scripture. Elizabeth, the mother of John the
Baptist, is known to be a patient woman who waited for a son and generously supported her son and Mary. Sarah, the
mother of Isaac, trusted God, even as she remained doubtful that God would fulfill the promise He had made.

The mothers mentioned above not only gave birth to the important personalities in the history of our salvation.
They guided them, prayed for them, and taught them to become instruments and vessels that God used. Like the holy and
virtuous Biblical mothers, our good mothers of today are called and sent by God to be co-creators, teachers, and mentors
to their children. For all you do, I say Happy Mother’s Day.
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DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
Sixth Sunday of Easter Seventh Sunday of Easter
First Reading First Reading
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 Acts 1:12-14

Responsorial Psalm
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1 believe that I shall see the

God with joy. good things of the Lord in
Second Reading: the land of the living.
1 Peter 3:15-18 Second Reading:
Gospel Reading: 1 Peter 4:13-16
John 14:15-21 Gospel Reading:
John 17:1-11

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.
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EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Today’s Gospel reading picks up from last week’s
when Jesus is speaking to his disciples at the Last
Supper. He reassures them that even though He will
leave them, He will not abandon them. His Father will
send them another Advocate, the Holy Spirit, through
whom the disciples will continue to live in union with
Jesus. Last week we heard, Jesus tell them “If you
know me, then you will also know my Father. From
now on you do know him and have seen him. “The
words that I speak to you I do not speak on my
own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me.” Today we hear Jesus tell His
disciples, I will not leave you orphans; I will come to
you. In a little while the world will no longer see me,
but you will see me, because I live and you will
live. On that day you will realize that I am in my
Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever has
my commandments and observes them is the one who
loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to
him.” The Holy Spirit continues the work of Father
and of Jesus through His disciples today. That
includes us! How have you allowed the Holy Spirit to
work within and through you? Do you trust Him to do
what goes beyond your comfort and human capacity?
Reference: John 14:15-21



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?15

WHAT’S HAPPENING
CSA 2026

It is time again for the CSA. This year our goal is:
$15,271.

If we don’t reach our goal the parish is billed for the
difference. If we go over our goal, the money comes back
to the parish tax free. It is important that we show we are
a viable parish during the restructuring, we need to make
our goal and succeed it with as families as possible
contributing. Last year only 41 families paid or pledged.
Hopefully we can double that number this year.

PANTRY NEEDS

We are so grateful for your continued support of the pantry.
This week we need Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce and Mac &
Cheese. Once again, we thank you for all that you do to
help us.

BIBLE STUDY WITH FR. CHARLES!
Now that it is staying light longer, lets really try to support
this program.
Monday, St. Augustine/St. Monica, Wednesday, St.
Charles, Friday, St. Raymond at 6:00PM.

2026 FATHER SINGER MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

(MUST BE A REGISTERED & ACTIVE MEMBER
OF NATIVITY OF OUR LORD PARISH)

Application Submission Period Ends: June 6, 2026

How to Obtain Applications: Application forms can be
downloaded and printed from our Nativity website
at nativitydetroit.org (click on the About Us / Work tabs;
select appropriate application)

Donations can be submitted at Give(parishsoft.com)
under the Fr. Singer Memorial Scholarship Fund. We
thank you in advance for your support.

For further questions, please contact Charvala Adams-
Wheeler via phone 313-590-2172 or email:
nativityscholarshipinfo@gmail.com.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon
Adams, Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks,
Hedwig Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s
brother-in-law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh,
Erin Cronin, Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John
Deisinger, Diane Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa
Gracey, Neidra & Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart
Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones,
Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence
Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy
McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa
McCoy, Mary Ellen McCaffrey, Jennifer Mondalek,
Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, Allan Patterson,
Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne Rottach, Phil
Scamihorn, , Josephine Schime, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-
Jones’ mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all
those who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne
Crowe at the Parish Office when a name should be
removed from this list.)
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Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
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On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO



https://www.nativitydetroit.org/our-work.html
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
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REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ ¥ Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026

The Women of Nativity

Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026

Mary Frattini (Family)

Sam Scamihorn (Family)
John Duddy (Family)

Sr. Barbara Johns, IHM (Frances Carnaghi)

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

05-11: Paul Schmitt

05-13: Barbara Kelly

05-16: Norma Danzie, Serenity Jones, &
Deacon John Wright

S

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
4-13: Kyle & Michele Johnston

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum

Deacon John Wright
Deacon Justus Themawuloto

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie

Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.
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