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A CUP OF JOE

Throughout the Biblical text, there are a number of different scriptures regarding blood. Blood is an essential element in
our journey as Christians. From the Hebrews putting it on the doorways by Moses' instruction in the Old Testament, to
the New Testament in the Last Supper and Jesus giving up his life on the cross. Blood, in the biblical sense, can be
protection and bring us to communion through sacrifice.

This past week, we saw Fr. Justus Ozioma Themawulotu, SSJ, become a newly ordained priest. And it is truly a joyful
experience when a newly ordained priest consecrates the bread and wine to become the precious Body and Blood of Jesus
for the first time. I have seen priests cry tears of Joy during their first Mass. I have also seen Catholics cry during their First
Holy Communion.

You see, the Lord suffered physically and shed his Blood for the salvation of those who would choose him. It makes me
think of a passage from the book of Isaiah, "But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins. Upon him was the
chastisement that makes us whole; by his stripes we were healed." The blood Jesus shed is a tool for our healing

Author Matthew Kelly wrote in his book, 33 Days to Eucharistic Glory, that “Christ’s love and his blood serve as a
protection against the evil things of this world. He states that sacrifice and love are inseparable; suffering and salvation are
inseparable, and in a fallen world broken by selfishness and shaped by pride, greed, envy, sloth, and gluttony, love requires
sacrifice. Jesus' blood was shed, and he gave up his life on a cross to save us. It was the ultimate act of love; that was an
act of communion. That alone can teach us something about love at the foundational level. That the ultimate act of love is
an act of total sacrifice.” That sacrifice gave us salvation. The book of John 15:13 states, “No one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.". And that is what Jesus did. He gave his life.

Each time we partake in the Body and Blood of Jesus, we are demonstrating our love and connection to him, and those
things that the world gives us, like sloth and the seven deadly sins. are rejected, and we receive something special; when
we allow God in, we receive grace and healing. We receive spiritual food and nourishment to push and thrive through the
struggles of the world.

In closing, Jesus' Last Supper on earth was the beginning of many suppers for us. As we partake in his Body and Blood
every time we attend Mass; let us be reminded of the sacrifices that took place for us to receive. From the Priest saying yes
and becoming an instrument to do the consecration to the protection we received during communion, just as the Hebrews
did when they placed blood on the doorways so no harm could enter their home. The meal we received came at a great
cost. Jesus gave his life, and he would gladly do it again. For that, we love him and let's receive him with great joy and
thanksgiving during communion this week.
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DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
Body & Blood of Christ Most Holy Trinity
Deuteronomy B2.5. 14> First Reading

A Exodus 19:2-6

Responsorial Psalm
We are his people; the

Responsorial Psalm
Praise the Lord, O

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

Jerusalem. sheep of his flock.
Second Reading: Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 10:16-17 Roman 5:6-11
Gospel Reading: Gospel Reading:
John 6: 51-58 Matthew 9:36- 10:8
BRICK PAVERS

We will be placing an order for engraved bricks for the
Fr. Singer Memorial Garden on June 8™,

If you would like to order a brick, the cost is $100.00.
Please pick up a form on your way out today.

FORMS AND PAYMENT NEED TO BE IN
MONDAY, JUNE 8t

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is speaking to Jewish
crowds. He says, "I am the living bread that came
down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will
live forever; and the bread that I will give is my
flesh for the life of the world." The Jews quarreled
among themselves, saying, ""How can this man give
us his flesh to eat?” Jesus goes on to
say, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him. Just as the living
Father sent me and I have life because of the
Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have
life because of me.” Jesus was revealing himself as
the Lamb of God sent to save the world through his
sacrificial death and resurrection. Today as we
celebrate the mystery of the Body and Blood of
Christ, it is good to reflect on the basic and most
fundamental truths of our faith. We can become so
accustomed to them that we lose the sense of marvel
and awe they have. God became man that we might
participate in the very life of God. The Eucharist is
an extraordinary gift. We cannot comprehend its
infinite riches as it is the Son of God himself. The
bread is no longer bread, and the wine is no longer
wine. We are in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He came that we might have life and have it
to the full. He came and gave us himself to sustain
us on our journey. What is your participation in the
Eucharist like these days? Do you come to
Communion wholeheartedly or out of habit or
tradition? How does this extraordinary gift have a
spiritual impact your life’s journey?

Reference: John 6:51-58
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
CSA 2026

It is time again for the CSA. This year our goal is:
$15,271.

If we don’t reach our goal the parish is billed for the
difference. If we go over our goal, the money comes back
to the parish tax free. It is important that we show we are
a viable parish during the restructuring, we need to make
our goal and succeed it with as many families as possible
contributing. Last year only 41 families paid or pledged.
Hopefully we can double that number this year.

So far $5, 375.00 has been donated. We are at 35% of our
goal. Can we hit 50% by next week?

PANTRY NEEDS
We are so grateful for your continued support of the pantry.
This week, we need Cereal, Noodles, and Spaghetti Sauce.

If you would like to support the pantry without shopping, a
check made out to Gleaners Food Bank would be greatly
appreciated. Please include Nativity Pantry 1116 in the
memo line. Mail checks to Nativity and we will take them
to Gleaners to be sure they are properly credited to our
account. Many thanks for your generosity!

Hello Nativity family,

You are invited to coffee & donuts on Sunday 6/7/26 after Mass
complements of Strangers No Longer.

Although that first invitation is yummy & hard to refuse, the
second is so important & I hope equally hard to refuse because
it’s an opportunity to live the gospel according to our Christian
teaching.

SNL invites you to:

Assembly of Hope Day
June 29, 2026 9:00AM-1:00PM
11687 American St, Warren, 48091

This will be an opportunity to ratify SNL’s policy platform for
the fall elections. It is an invitation to come & read, listen &
explore your hearts & conscience & prepare to vote consciously
& responsibly & know that your vote is a right & privilege.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon
Adams, Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks,
Hedwig Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s
brother-in-law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh,
Erin Cronin, Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John
Deisinger, Diane Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa
Gracey, Neidra & Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart
Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones,
Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence
Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy
McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa
McCoy, Mary Ellen McCaffrey, Jennifer Mondalek,
Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, Allan Patterson,
Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne Rottach, Phil
Scamihorn, Josephine Schime, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-
Jones’ mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all
those who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne
Crowe at the Parish Office when a name should be
removed from this list.)
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Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit

Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we
Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/
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Body & Blood of Christ
June 7, 2026

Mert & Dorothy Kroetsch (Family)

Jeannie Scherlinck (Friends)

Nate Standing (Nancy & Tony)

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 14, 2026

Mert Kroetsch (Family)

Deceased Pantry Volunteers
(Carol Frattini & Lenore Mondalek)

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

06-10: Mesha Adams & Judy Brooks
06-11: Bill Brooks

06-12: Gary Colett

06-13: Kyle Johnston

S

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum

Father Justus Themawuloto, SSJ
Deacon John Wright
Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie

Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.
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