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A CUP OF JOE

Happy Father's Day to Everyone!!!!

Many of us inhabit a world where the desire for acknowledgment is prevalent, and many carry the burden of unforgiveness
that weighs heavily on our lives. We all encounter extreme challenges. However, if we overlook the fact that God can see
us and wants to alleviate our pain, and if we continue to hold on to unforgiveness, we may never reach our intended
destination. In this Sunday’s readings, we are reminded that God is our advocate and champion, and we have no reason to
fear; through Christ, love will create a place of holiness, safety, and refuge for us to reside in.

It is known that many of us bear the weight of others' brokenness and the consequences of our past actions, sometimes with
our heads bowed low. If we continue to live in this manner, we will be unable to see the light of day, only the shadows of
our past or the burdens that lie behind us. It makes it difficult to shine light on others. God came so that we may experience
life in abundance. We cannot truly live if we hold on to the hurtful words spoken by parents and close friends. If God
knows the number of hairs on your head, of course he is aware of your pain. We have to rise above it, letting the Light of
Christ shine upon those wounds and leaving all the negativity behind. For the Bible assures us that He is making all things
new.

The pain inflicted upon us often happens in silence, but God is aware of every tear and every moment of fear. He assures
us that He can wipe those sorrows away and will stand as our champion. If we don't, we must keep in mind the danger of
grudges that St. Padre Pio cautioned about, He said that nurturing hatred or clinging to resentment harms your own soul
more than it does the one who has wronged you. Just as we are called to forgive others, we must also extend forgiveness
to ourselves. St. Padre Pio also emphasized that fixating on past sins, even after repentance, can create an unforgiving loop.
Since God's forgiveness is complete, we should let go of the past and concentrate on our current responsibilities.

St. Padre Pio provides us with three methods to help us move forward. He advises that we acknowledge our wounds, and
true forgiveness does not entail pretending that the wrongs did not occur; it requires making peace with them. He also
explained that forgiveness must be a priority; we may never find the perfect words to express ourselves or receive an
apology. Lastly, he encourages us to seek Jesus' grace to forgive, for where our physical strength is insufficient, God will
provide spiritually. In closing, God wants to instill in us a sense of fearlessness; that means not being afraid of experiencing
hurt or pain. Because, through Christ, love offers us a sanctuary to call home.

Prayer for fathers - God of Light and Truth, fill fathers with Your divine wisdom. May their choices reflect Your will,
their actions bear Your love, and their leadership is rooted in humility. Inspire them with the courage of St. Joseph and
let Your Spirit guide them in all things. Amen.
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DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
12" Sunday 13" Sunday
First Reading First Reading

Jeremiah 20:10-13

Kings 4:8-11, 14-16
Responsorial Psalm

Lord, in your great love, Responsorial Psalm
answer me. Forever I will sing the
d the Lord.
Second Reading: goodness of the Lor
Roman 5:12-15 Second Reading:
R 6:3-4, 8-11
Gospel Reading: omans ’

Matthew 10:26-33 Gospel Reading:
Matthew 10:37-42

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

SAVE THE DATE
PARISH PICNIC
AUGUST 9t

We are grateful to Kim Milligan & Joseph Taylor for
chairing the picnic again.

We are excited to have St. Elizabeth join us!
Please sign up on list if you are willing to help.

More information to come!

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

In last week’s Gospel, Jesus gave the twelve apostles
authority to drive out unclean spirits and cure
disease and illness. He sent them out to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel to proclaim, “The
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” In the passage just
prior to today’s Gospel, Jesus warns them they will
face difficulties in their mission. He tells
them, “Behold, I am sending you like sheep in the
midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and
simple as doves. “You will be hated by all because
of my name, but whoever endures to the end- will
be saved” Today’s Gospel offers the disciples
consolation against these difficult truths. Jesus tells
them, “Are not two sparrows sold for a small
coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground
without your Father's knowledge. Even all the
hairs of your head are counted. So do not be
afraid; you are worth more than many
sparrows.” We may not face the same type of
persecution today, but we do experience difficulties
as we endeavor to live a Christian life. We may let
the opinions of others prevent us from doing what
we know to be right. We are reminded that what God
thinks about us is more important. We are reassured
by the promise that God cares for us and protects
us. How does today’s Gospel speak to you? Are
you encouraged to live and freely share your faith in
Christ with others? Are there fears you need to
overcome? If so, how will you overcome them?
Reference: Matthew 10:26-33; Matthew 10:16,
22



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10#48010022-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10

WHAT’S HAPPENING

CSA 2026
THANK YOU!

It is time again for the CSA. This year our goal is:
$15,271.

If we don’t reach our goal the parish is billed for the
difference. If we go over our goal, the money comes back
to the parish tax free. It is important that we show we are
a viable parish during the restructuring, we need to make
our goal and succeed it with as many families as possible
contributing. Last year only 41 families paid or pledged.
Hopefully we can double that number this year.

So far $13,210.00 has been donated. We are at 84% of our
goal. Can we hit our goal by next week?

PANTRY NEEDS
We are so grateful for your continued support of the pantry.
This week, we need snacks. With the children out of school,
we are in need of grab and go snacks. Cereal bars, Peanut
Butter Crackers, Chips, Candy, etc...

If you would like to support the pantry without shopping, a
check made out to Gleaners Food Bank would be greatly
appreciated. Please include Nativity Pantry 1116 in the
memo line. Mail checks to Nativity and we will take them
to Gleaners to be sure they are properly credited to our
account. Many thanks for your generosity!

STRANGERS NO LONGER
Assembly of Hope Day
June 29, 2026, 9:00AM-1:00PM

11687 American St, Detroit

This will be an opportunity to ratify SNL’s policy platform for
the fall elections. It is an invitation to come & read, listen &
explore your hearts & conscience & prepare to vote
consciously & responsibly & know that your vote is a right &
privilege.

ALLIANCE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

June 24, 2026, 6:00PM, SACRED HEART ACTIVITIES
BUILDING: SPAGHETTI DINNER TOO!

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon
Adams, Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks,
Hedwig Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s
brother-in-law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh,
Erin Cronin, Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John
Deisinger, Diane Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa
Gracey, Neidra & Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart
Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones,
Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence
Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy
McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa
McCoy, Mary Ellen McCaffrey, Jennifer Mondalek,
Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, Allan Patterson,
Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne Rottach, Phil
Scamihorn, Josephine Schime, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-
Jones’ mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all
those who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne
Crowe at the Parish Office when a name should be
removed from this list.)

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ ¥ Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 21, 2026

Men of Nativity

Greg McCaffrey (Friends)

Alfred Pelham & Joseph Carnaghi
(Frances Carnaghi)

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 28, 2026

Mae Johnston (Family)
Pat Wimble (Family)
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mudloff (Family)
Monsignor Dan Trapp (Frances Carnaghi)

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

06-21: Airika Buford and Juliana Sergent
06-22: Christine Adams, Kyle Hurt,
Kim Milligan and Jeftrey Woodfork

06-23: Joni Scott

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US
KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Justus IThemawuloto, SSJ
Deacon John Wright
Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie

Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.
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