
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                   

 

 

 

July 19, 2026 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 

 

NATIVITY NEWS 

Nativity of Our 

Lord Catholic 

Church 
5900 McClellan,  

Detroit, MI 48213 
Email: 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 
 

WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE: 
 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

Thursday 9:00 AM 

 

On The Law Of True Freedom 

From the origin of humankind, freedom has been a distinguishing characteristic of the human person from other 

created things. Still, from the outset of humanity’s existence, humans have trampled underfoot and misused the 

gift of freedom bestowed on them by their creator. This gift of freedom given to humanity by God entails 

responsibility for every human choice and action. However, this seems not to be accepted by everyone because 

some people believe and live by what they call “Limitless Freedom:” a freedom that focuses solely on what an 

individual wants and likes (self-centered); a freedom that lacks responsibility, relationship, limitation, and 

charity. And this is not the true freedom given to humans by God. The God given freedom reaches its perfection 

in relationship, especially with the divine. 

“Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do this or that, and so to perform deliberate 

actions on one’s own responsibility. By free will one shapes one’s own life. Human freedom is a force for growth 

and maturity in truth and goodness...” (CCC. 1731). All humans created in the image and likeness of God have 

the right to be seen as free and responsible. Therefore, freedom makes an individual responsible and a moral 

subject. To be responsible connotes bearing the consequences of one’s actions and not trying to run away from 

them. All through the scriptures, we read about different individuals who faced the consequences of the exercise 

of their free will. For instance, in Genesis 3:16, we read the result of Eve’s action of eating the forbidden fruit. 

She exercised her free will in choosing to eat the forbidden fruit; therefore, she had to face the consequences of 

her actions of disobedience. Also, in Genesis 4:11-12, we encounter the punishment Cain received for his action 

of choosing to kill his brother Abel. Again, freedom makes one a moral subject, and as a moral subject or one 

who is in-charge of his actions, Cain is to face the consequences of his action. Furthermore, in 2 Samuel 12:10, 

we read the punishment given to David for his action of committing murder and adultery. David chose to perform 

these acts of his own accord, and as such, he is to face the consequences of his actions.  

Indeed, the right to the exercise of freedom, especially in religious and moral matters, is an inalienable necessity 

of the dignity of the human person. In other words, everyone has the right to the exercise of freedom, and dare I 

say, everyone ought to also shoulder the responsibility that results from the exercise of their freedom. We cannot 

have freedom without responsibility; we cannot have unlimited or limitless freedom, for that will result in chaos, 

selfishness, and contradict the true nature of freedom. Hence, the true nature of freedom is relational. May we 

use our freedom to grow and strengthen our relationship with God and each other, amen. 

Fr. Charles C. Nwamadi, SSJ. 

 

REFLECTION FROM FR. CHARLES 
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THIS WEEK’S 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

16th Sunday 
 

First Reading 

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Lord, you are good and 

forgiving. 

Second Reading: 

Romans 8:26-27 

Gospel Reading: 

Matthew 13:24-43 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS! 

 

How Do I Join Nativity Parish? 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please 

call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a 

registration form available in the back of the church 

and drop it in the collection basket. 

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or 

religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor 

at the Parish House at 313-922-0033. 

 

 

 

 

 WE PRAY FOR GOD’S 

HEALING FOR 

 

NEXT WEEK’S 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

17th Sunday 
 

First Reading 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Lord, I love your 

commands. 

Second Reading: 

Romans 8:28-30 

Gospel Reading: 

Matthew 13:44-52 

 

 

 

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF 

PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed. 
 

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM & 

10:00AM 
 

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM 
 
 

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM 

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM 

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM 

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM 
 

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE 

BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

In our Gospel today, Jesus continues to speak to the 

crowds in parables to describe the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  “The kingdom of Heaven may be 

compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 

field. While everybody was asleep, his enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat.”  The man told 

his laborers to let the weeds grow with the wheat 

until harvest time to avoid destroying wheat while 

attempting to pull up the weeds.  Jesus explains this 

parable only to His disciples:  "He who sows good 

seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the 

good seed the children of the kingdom.  The weeds 

are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 

sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the 

age, and the harvesters are angels.  Just as weeds 

are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be 

at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 

who cause others to sin and all evildoers.  They will 

throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will 

be wailing and grinding of teeth.  Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father.  Whoever has ears ought to 

hear."  The other two parables relate to the growth 

of the Kingdom.  What do hear Jesus saying to us in 

this reading?  Does this passage speak to you in a 

new way about the Kingdom and end times? 

Reference: Mt 13:24-43 

 

Giving Thanks for 25 Years at St. Charles 

A Celebration in Honor of Fr. David 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 after Mass in the social hall. 

 

 

2026 Black Catholic Women's Conference 

(All Women Are Welcome!) 

•  

Date: Saturday, August 8, 2026 
 

2026 Black Catholic Women's Conference Tickets, 

Saturday, August 8  •  8 AM - 4 PM | Eventbrite 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13?24
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-black-catholic-womens-conference-tickets-1988436269409?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-black-catholic-womens-conference-tickets-1988436269409?aff=oddtdtcreator


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams, 

Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks, Hedwig 

Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-

law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, 

Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane 

Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Neidra & Mia Halthon, 

Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones, 

Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy 

Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah 

Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan, 

Melvin & Theresa McCoy,  Mary Ellen McCaffrey, 
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, 

Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne 

Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Josephine Schime, Joyce 

Shahady, Larry Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John 

Stuart, Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene, 

Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and 

Chida Families, Mia Halthon-Jones’ mother-in-law, 

Victoria, Jerry & Wilma Wilmer, and all those who 

need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at the 

Parish Office when a name should be removed from 

this list.) 

 

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you, 

there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear, 

teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that 

your love and power surround us to give us health and 

strength.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WE PRAY FOR GOD’S 

HEALING FOR 

                     On the Rise Bakery Cafe  

At the Solanus Casey Center 

1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207 

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

CSA 2026 
THANK YOU! 

 

We have reached our goal thanks to you!  Now any 

donation, comes back to the parish tax free. We are 

looking at bids to fix the front steps of the church. 

Wouldn’t it be great if we could pay for that without it 

coming out of the budget.  

Another thing is, it is important that we show we are a 

viable parish during the restructuring, not only did we 

need to make our goal and succeed it, we need as many 

families as possible contributing. So far only 43 

 families paid or pledged. Hopefully we can double that 

number.  

 

PANTRY NEEDS 

 

Your support of the pantry makes a huge difference each 

week. This week we need Noodles, Tuna, and 

Snacks/Candy. Thank you for all you do to help us feed 

those in need. 

If you would like to support the pantry without shopping, a 

check made out to Gleaners Food Bank would be greatly 

appreciated. Please include Nativity Pantry 1116 in the 

memo line. Mail checks to Nativity and we will take them 

to Gleaners to be sure they are properly credited to our 

account. Many thanks for your generosity!   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

SAVE THE DATE 

 

PARISH PICNIC 

 

AUGUST 9th 

 

We are grateful to Kim Milligan & Joseph Taylor for 

chairing the picnic again. 

 

 

We are excited to have St. Elizabeth join us! 

 

The sign up is on the table by the elevator. Please take a 

moment to look it over and see how you can help make 

the picnic a success.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

: Kyle & Michele Johnston      

 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 19, 2026 
 

Deceased Members of the Kulchy Family (Family) 
 

Nina Mondalek (Nancy & Tony) 
  

Peter Parisi (Jackie Parisi) 

 
 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 26, 2026 
 

The Samir Danou Family (The Nativity Family) 
 

Albina Checki (Nancy & Tony) 
  

 

 
  

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

07-19: Kathy Alderman & Gloria Austin 

07-22: Ben Flores 

07-24: Michele Bezel, Anthony Griggs & Br. Ray 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
 
 

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US 

KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY 

OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED. 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum 
 

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum 
 

 

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum 
 

Fr. Justus Ihemawuloto, SSJ 
 

 

Deacon John Wright 
 

 

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator  
 
 

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary  

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Hermenia Adams 
 

Mashauna Adams 
 

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt 
 

Jerry Burns 
 

Tish Colett 
 

Maura Corrigan 
 

Linda Cunningham 

 

   

 

Norma Danzie 
 

Willie Lewis 
 

Chris McLaughlin 
 

Kim Milligan 
 

Mark Miller 
 

Sharon Mudloff 
 

Charvala Wheeler 
 

 

 

Nativity’s Mission Statement 

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside  

dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to  

social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other. 

 

REMINDERS: 

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site:  https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit  

Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we 

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church. 

Coins for Haiti Jug:  Donations are welcome.  The jug is located in the front of the church. 

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org 

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/ 

 
DONATE HERE  or go to the giving site at:  https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity 
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