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In the past couple of weeks, there has been expressed to me on many, many occasions the fear that people have. They
look at the price of food in the stores, their heating bills, and can't believe what they see. If they are having enough
luck to still be working, they know many who aren't. They are totally frightened by what is happening around them.

I know what they are saying, but there is one disturbing part to it. The reason they know or care is that these hard
times have touched their own lives. Somehow they forget they live in America, and that is still the wealthiest country
in the world. As we complain about unemployment and inflation in our own lives, we don't see the crisis in the rest
of the world. And some of the crises in the rest of the world are directly related to our own problems.

Countries are like people; they only have so much money to spend, so they have to choose some priorities. They have
to hear a lot today about choosing between guns or butter.” Unfortunately, our government still chooses guns over
butter. Very simply, it means that we will spend our money developing war material, and in doing that we have to
eliminate other programs. Even though we have the power to destroy the whole world right now, our government will
still spend $550 billion on nuclear arms around the world. Personally, it seems foolish to spend that kind of money on
war materials, but when one considers that the war materials are nuclear, and that means that warheads are directed
to the indiscriminate destruction of whole cities or vast areas with their inhabitants, then it isn't just foolish but also
immoral. It is wrong.

But the wrong isn't just planning and making the weapons; many of the weapons are supplied to certain countries .....
And the weapons aren't stockpiled. They are used. The crisis in El Salvador is terrible, and yet our government is
supplying arms. What does all the killing prove or accomplish? The common people of El Salvador know what their
problems are and they know the causes also, and what is more, they are capable of finding their own solutions.

As Christians we are concerned about our own internal problems of inflation and unemployment, but we are called,
too, to work with people of peace to press the present administration. We must demand that U.S arms stop killing
people in El Salvador and other trouble spots. As Christians we are called to be people of great vision, and once we
sense it we better name it. Maybe during the Lenten Season, we better strive to understand not just our own problems
but the problems outside of ourselves. Certainly we feel a sense of powerlessness in stopping the situation at present,
and maybe we won't turn things around for another four years. But in our own minds and hearts and lives we are
called to change. And to understand and speak of it will help change us.
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DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
18" Sunday 19" Sunday

First Reading:
Isaiah 55:1-3 First Reading

1 Kings 19:9, 11-13
Responsorial Psalm

If today you hear his Responsorial Psalm
voice, harden not your Lord, let us see your
hearts. kindness and grant us
Second Reading: your salvation.
Romans 8:35, 37-39 Second Reading:
Gospel Reading: Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21 Gospel Reading:

Matthew 14:22-33

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

Giving Thanks for 25 Years at St. Charles
A Celebration in Honor of Fr. David
YOU ARE INVITED!
Sunday, August 2, 2026 after Mass in the social hall.
Stop by today.

2026 Black Catholic Women's Conference
(All Women Are Welcome!)

Date: Saturday, August 8, 2026

2026 Black Catholic Women's Conference Tickets,
Saturday, August 8 « 8 AM - 4 PM | Eventbrite

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

The past three weeks, we heard Jesus’ discourse
with the crowds about the Kingdom of Heaven. In
today's Gospel reading, Jesus offers us a sign of the
Kingdom of Heaven that He taught about in the
parables. A feast results from the smallest of
portions—recall the mention of the mustard seed
and the yeast. Jesus having heard of the death of
John the Baptist at the hands of Herod, He seeks to
withdraw to a quiet place, but the crowds follow
Him. In compassion, He begins to minister to them
and heals the sick. At the end of a long day, the
disciples encourage Jesus dismiss the crowds for
them to find food for themselves. “Jesus said to
them, “There is no need for them to go away; give
them some food yourselves.” But they said to him,
“Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.”
Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and
looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in
turn gave them to the crowds.” Jesus' blessing
brought abundance from the meager provisions of
the disciples. Even the smallest of offerings can
produce abundant results when placed in the service
of the Kingdom of Heaven. Have there been times
you considered your gifts, talents and treasure were
inadequate to be used for Kingdom work? Have you
ever thought your experiences too insignificant to be
used as a testimony to benefit others? If so, what
can you do differently?

Reference: Matthew 14:13-21



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14?13
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-black-catholic-womens-conference-tickets-1988436269409?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-black-catholic-womens-conference-tickets-1988436269409?aff=oddtdtcreator

WHAT’S HAPPENING

CSA 2026
THANK YOU!

We have reached our goal thanks to you! Now any
donation, comes back to the parish tax free. We are
looking at bids to fix the front steps of the church.
Wouldn’t it be great if we could pay for that without it
coming out of the budget.

Another thing is, it is important that we show we are a
viable parish during the restructuring, not only did we
need to make our goal and succeed it, we need as many
families as possible contributing. So far only 43

families paid or pledged. Hopefully we can double that
number.

PANTRY NEEDS

Your support of the pantry makes a huge difference each
week. We are grateful for your continued support of the
pantry. Your weekly donations make a difference. This
week we are asking for Tuna, Snacks and Family size
Peanut Butter which is on sale at Costco and Sam’s Club..
Once again, we thank you for all that you do to help us.

NEXT SUNDAY
PARISH PICNIC
AUGUST 9™
We are grateful to Kim Milligan & Joseph Taylor for
chairing the picnic again.
We are excited to have St. Elizabeth join us!

The sign up is on the table by the elevator. Please take a
moment to look it over and see how you can help make
the picnic a success.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams,

Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks, Hedwig
Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-
law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin,
Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Neidra & Mia Halthon,
Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones,
Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy
Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah
Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan,
Melvin & Theresa McCoy, Mary Ellen McCaffrey,
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt,
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Josephine Schime, Joyce
Shahady, Larry Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John
Stuart, Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, Mia Halthon-Jones’ mother-in-law,
Victoria, Jerry & Wilma Wilmer, and all those who
need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at the
Parish Office when a name should be removed from
this list.)
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Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit

Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we
Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ ¥ Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 2, 2026

Marty Carnaghi (Frances Carnaghi)
Rosa Gracey (Patty Adams)

Sid Johnston (Family)
Tom Scamihorn (Family)

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
08-03: Wiley Adams III & Neidra Halthon

08-04: Wendy Kent
08-08: Pat Dombrowski
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
Kim & Bill Miller
ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US

August 9, 2026 KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
The Nativity Family OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.
PARISH DIRECTORY

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum

Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum

Fr. Justus IThemawuloto, SSJ
Deacon John Wright
Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams Norma Danzie

Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin
Jerry Burns Kim Milligan
Tish Colett Mark Miller
Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.
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