
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

 

 

August 9, 2026 

NINETEENTH 

SUNDAY 

 

 

NATIVITY NEWS 
Nativity of Our 

Lord Catholic 

Church 
5900 McClellan,  

Detroit, MI 48213 
Email: 

nativityol@sbcglobal.net 
 

WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE: 
 

Sunday 9:30 AM 

Thursday 9:00 AM 

 

LIFE FOR LIFE 

Human life, which is a gift of love from God, is the most sacred, precious, and priceless of all commodities. It is not to be 

taken for granted or trampled underneath. As such, humankind is given a commandment by God as part of the decalogue: 

“You shall not kill” (Exodus 20:13 and Deuteronomy 5:17). This commandment emphasizes the sacrosanct nature of 

human life. In Genesis 4:10-12, we read how Cain is cursed by God because he took the life of his brother Abel. And in 

various parts of the scripture those who trampled upon the most precious gift (life) faced the consequences of their actions. 
 

After humanity’s sin and separation from God, the Only begotten Son of the Father accepted to take on human nature to 

save and restore human race to love and friendship with the Father. But how does He do this? He does this, by freely and 

willingly giving up His life for the life of the world. “For this reason, the Father loves me: because I lay down my life, 

so that I may take it up again. No one takes it away from me. Instead, I lay it down of my own accord...” (John 10:17-18). 

He left us with an example of sacrificial and self-giving love. 
 

“No one has a greater love than this: that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). On the 14th of August every 

year, the Holy Mother Church celebrates the memorial of St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe, a priest and martyr. St. Maximilian 

was born on the 8th of January 1894 in Poland and died on August 14th, 1941. Through the influence of his mother, St. 

Maximilian had a great devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. And it is recorded that, as a child, the Blessed Virgin Mary 

appeared to him holding two crowns in her hands; one white, one red. She asked him if he would like to have any of them; 

one was for purity, the other for martyrdom. St. Maximilian replied that he would like to have both. The Blessed Virgin 

Mary smiled and disappeared. Fast-forward to 1939 when St. Maximilian and many of his brother friars were arrested by 

the Nazis. After about three months into their arrest, St. Maximilian and the other friars were realized on December 8th, 

1939, the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On February 17th, 1941, St. Maximilian was 

arrested again by the Nazis. While in prison for this second arrest it was reported to the deputy camp commander, in July 

of 1941, that a prisoner from St. Maximilian’s barracks had escaped. To set an example and prevent further escapes, the 

practice was to have the commander of the barracks single out ten men for the starvation bunker. St. Maximilian was not 

among the ten selected, but he volunteered himself in a heroic act of love, to be the victim in place of a prisoner who 

exclaimed: “my poor wife; my poor children.” St. Maximilian’s decision to offer his life for the life of another resulted in 

him being assigned to the infamous starvation bunker where he would slowly but surely die. On the vigil of the solemnity 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 14th, 1941, St. Maximilian’s two-week crucible in the starvation 

bunker was ended by an injection of carbolic acid. St. Maximilian was the last to die of the ten victims who were put in the 

starvation bunker. In direct imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ who freely gave up His life for our salvation, St. Maximilian 

willingly gave up his life for the life of another. Can you freely surrender your life for the life of another? Or can you 

willingly give up what matters most to you for the sack of another? 
 

May we mirror St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe’s bravery and his unblemished love for God and humans as we navigate 

our own life journeys, amen.  

St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe, pray for us. 

Fr. Charles C. Nwamadi, SSJ.  

 

 

REFLECTION FROM FR. CHARLES 
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THIS WEEK’S 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

19th Sunday 
 

First Reading 

1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Lord, let us see your 

kindness and grant us 

your salvation. 

Second Reading: 

Romans 9:1-5 

Gospel Reading: 

Matthew 14:22-33 

 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS! 

 

How Do I Join Nativity Parish? 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please 

call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a 

registration form available in the back of the church 

and drop it in the collection basket. 

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or 

religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor 

at the Parish House at 313-922-0033. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

20th Sunday 
 

First Reading 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

O god, let all the nations 

praise you! 

Second Reading: 

Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 

Gospel Reading: 

Matthew 15:21-28 

 

 

DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF 

PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed. 
 

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM & 

10:00AM 
 

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM 
 
 

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM 

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM 

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM 

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM 
 

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE 

BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Today’s Gospel directly follows Jesus’ miracle of 

feeding a crowd of more than 5,000 with just five 

loaves of bread and two fish. After He dismissed the 

crowd, Jesus sends his disciples ahead of him by 

boat, and He withdraws to the mountain to pray and 

mourn the death of John the Baptist. “Meanwhile 

the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being 

tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against 

it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came 

toward them walking on the sea. When the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea they were 

terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried 

out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take 

courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him 

in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 

to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got 

out of the boat and began to walk on the water 

toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the 

wind was, he became frightened; and, beginning to 

sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”   Immediately 

Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, and 

said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 

doubt?”  Do you doubt the Lord’s presence during 

your life’s storms?  When He calls you out of your 

comfort zone into the deep for a purpose, does fear 

stop you?  Do you know the spiritual significance or 

symbolism of “fourth watch” for us today?  If not, 

you have homework. 

Reference:  Matthew 14:22-33 

 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14?22


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams, 

Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks, Hedwig 

Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-

law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin, 

Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane 

Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Neidra & Mia Halthon, 

Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones, 

Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy 

Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah 

Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan, 

Melvin & Theresa McCoy,  Mary Ellen McCaffrey, 
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt, 

Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne 

Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Josephine Schime, Joyce 

Shahady, Larry Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John 

Stuart, Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene, 

Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and 

Chida Families, Mia Halthon-Jones’ mother-in-law, 

Victoria, Jerry & Wilma Wilmer, and all those who 

need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at the 

Parish Office when a name should be removed from 

this list.) 

 

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you, 

there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear, 

teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that 

your love and power surround us to give us health and 

strength.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WE PRAY FOR GOD’S 

HEALING FOR 

                     On the Rise Bakery Cafe  

At the Solanus Casey Center 

1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207 

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

CSA 2026 
THANK YOU! 

 

We have reached our goal thanks to you!  Now any 

donation comes back to the parish tax free. We are 

looking at bids to fix the front steps of the church. 

Wouldn’t it be great if we could pay for that without it 

coming out of the budget.  

Another thing is, it is important that we show we are a 

viable parish during the restructuring, not only did we 

need to make our goal and succeed it, we need as many 

families as possible contributing. So far only 46 

 families paid or pledged. Hopefully we can double that 

number.  

 

PANTRY NEEDS 

 

Your support of the pantry makes a huge difference each 

week. We are grateful for your continued support of the 

pantry. Your weekly donations make a difference. This 

week we are asking for Spaghetti Sauce & Noodles and 

Family size Peanut Butter which is on sale at Costco and 

Sam’s Club. Once again, we thank you for all that you do 

to help us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

 

We will once again be collecting school supplies 

for our families who need a little help. 

 

DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOL LIST 

https://app.teacherlists.com/quick-start-school-

supply-lists 

 

Backpacks 

Pencils 

Pens 

Glue Sticks 

Crayons & Markers 

Colored Pencils 

Notebooks & Composition Notebook Wide Ruled 

Wide ruled paper 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ntieth 

: Kyle & Michele Johnston      

 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 9, 2026 
 

 

The Nativity Family 
 

 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 16, 2026 

 
 

The Crowe Family (Friends) 

 

Carole McGillen (Family) 
 

 

 

 
  

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

08-09: Anita Reddick  

08-13: Vanden Dombrowski 

08-14: Lisa Brancato 

08-16: Andrea Liss 

 

 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 

8-12: Bill & Judy Brooks 
 

ARE WE MISSING YOU? PLEASE LET US 

KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY 

OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED. 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Pastor/Administrator  
 

 

Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Justus Ihemawuloto, SSJ, Parochial Vicar 
 

 

Fr. David Preuss, Priest Support 
 

 

Deacon John Wright 
 
 

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator  
 
 

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary  

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Hermenia Adams 
 

Mashauna Adams 
 

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt 
 

Jerry Burns 
 

Tish Colett 
 

Maura Corrigan 
 

Linda Cunningham 

 

   

 

Norma Danzie 
 

Willie Lewis 
 

Chris McLaughlin 
 

Kim Milligan 
 

Mark Miller 
 

Sharon Mudloff 
 

Charvala Wheeler 
 

 

 

Nativity’s Mission Statement 

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside  

dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to  

social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other. 

 

REMINDERS: 

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site:  https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit  

Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we 

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church. 

Coins for Haiti Jug:  Donations are welcome.  The jug is located in the front of the church. 

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org 

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/ 

 
DONATE HERE  or go to the giving site at:  https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity 
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