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REFLECTION FROM FR. DAVID

21% Week of Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel Jesus asks: Who do people say that I am, and who do you say that I am?

As I have listened to people talk, these are the kind of things I hear: Jesus is a good teacher of spiritual values;
he is a crutch for people who are psychologically weak and cannot face life realistically; Jesus is an ancient
historic figure; he is nothing important to me in my life; Jesus is someone important to my grandmother. From
church goers, I hear: he is my savior and my way to eternal life; Jesus is my friend; Jesus is the one I go to when
I am in trouble; I talk to Jesus daily and he is very important to me; Jesus is the one who has saved me from self-
destruction; Jesus is the one who loves me and I love him in return. So, Jesus asks you who YOU think that he
1s?

As I'look at the above responses, I reflect that we are much like the beliefs of the first century. We older people
grew up in a country where most stores were closed on Sunday mornings and the majority of Americans spent
our mornings in church. Presently, most young Americans are in no ones’ house of worship on Sunday mornings.
We are much like the times in much of the Old Testament when much of the world was occupied by pagans and
the Jews were not very faithful to what God called them to. We live in the wealthiest country the world has ever
seen, and many find it easy to forget God and seek material comfort and pleasures. Sports and vacations take
precedence to religious practice. We followers of Christ need to remember that God always showed special care
for that “remnant” that continued to love and follow him.

Lord, help us to know and love you. Let us be blessed by you like your early followers were. Fr. David
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Matthew 16:15-20
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DETROIT LOWER EASTSIDE FAMILY OF
PARISHES MASS SCHEDULE

Nativity of Our Lord: Sunday, 9:30AM, live-streamed.

Sacred Heart: Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:00AM &
10:00AM

St. Augustine and St. Monica: Sunday, 10:00AM

St. Charles Borromeo: Sunday, 11:30AM

St. Elizabeth: Sunday, 12:00PM

St. Jude: Sunday,10:30AM

St. Raymond: Saturday, 4:00PM, Sunday, 10:30AM

THIS WEEK’S NEXT WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE READINGS SCRIPTURE READINGS
21st Sunday 22nd Sunday
First Reading First Reading
Isaiah 22:19-23 Jeremiah 20:7-9
Responsorial Psalm Responsorial Psalm
Lord, your love is eternal; My soul is thirsting for
do not forsake the work of you, O Lord my God.
hands, .
YOUr aanas Second Reading:
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2
R 11:33-36
omans Gospel Reading:
Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:21-27
Matthew 16:13-20

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!

We&ome
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How Do I Join Nativity Parish?

If you are interested in becoming a member, please
call the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor
at the Parish House at 313-922-0033.

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE
BIBLE QUESTION OF THE WEEK

In today’s gospel, Jesus questions what the crowds are
saying about Him but more importantly what the
disciples think. It is another way of saying, “Why are
you following me? Why have you left everything you
know? He asked His disciples, ""Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some say
John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.' He said to them, ""But who
do you say that I am?'" Simon Peter said in
reply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God." Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my heavenly
Father.” Although this question was posed to His
disciples, it is a significant one for us today. The
Gospels shares several views of Jesus. The Gospel
writers are not just trying to define who Jesus is but
also in shaping a community molded in the light of His
actions and teachings. The question of identity is not
just a matter of definition but of formation, not just
doctrine but discipleship. It might be worthwhile to
ask the faithful today a similar question. Why are you
here? Why have you chosen to follow Jesus? How
would you respond if asked the question, “Who do you
say Jesus is and how has He been revealed to you?”
Reference: Mt 16:13-20



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/16?13

WHAT’S HAPPENING

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30%", we will have a light reception
after Mass for Sr. Bev as this is her last Sunday with us
before she moves to Omaha, NE.

Lay missionaries from Friends of Kenyan Orphans will
be with us during this Sunday’s mass to tell us about the
miracle of the Children’s Village in Kenya, a home and
school for hundreds of children rescued from the
streets. Not all can work in foreign missions, but we can
all support the work of missionaries. Please be generous
in your support for the “poorest of the poor.”

PANTRY NEEDS

Your support for the pantry makes a huge difference each
week. We are grateful for your continued support of the
pantry. Your weekly donations make a difference. This
week we are asking for Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce and
Vegetables. Once again, we thank you for all that you do to
help us.

SAVE THE DATE! Office of Black Catholic Ministry
presents a special Mass featuring jazz compositions “Jazz
in Detroit.” Sunday, September 6, 2026, at 2 p.m. St.
Moses the Black Parish 1125 Oakman Blvd. Detroit, MI
48238. Fr. Tyrone Robinson is the celebrant.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon Adams,

Judy Bartnik, Jim Benigni, Judy Brooks, Hedwig
Buczek, Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-
law, Ed, Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin,
Kingsley Croul, Terri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Neidra & Mia Halthon,
Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill, Journee Jones,
Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly, Genevieve and Rosy
Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga Ludwick, Deborah
Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s Granddaughter, Ryan,
Melvin & Theresa McCoy, Mary Ellen McCaffrey,
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt,
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Josephine Schime, Joyce
Shahady, Larry Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John
Stuart, Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, Mia Halthon-Jones’ mother-in-law,
Victoria, Jerry & Wilma Wilmer, and all those who
need our prayers. (Please notify Anne Crowe at the
Parish Office when a name should be removed from
this list.)

Pw/m

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you,
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety, or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care, knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health and
strength. Amen




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we

Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.
Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ ¥ Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity

MASS Goreniiott

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

Doris Pelham (Francis Carnaghi)
Bill Dietz (Family & Friends)

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 30, 2026

Br. Ray (The Nativity Family)

08-24: Dianne Wingo and Nina Zarro
08-29: Ben Schmitt

WE

We will once again be collecting school supplies
for our families who need a little help.

Sunday, August 30" is the last day to bring items.

DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOL LIST
https://app.teacherlists.com/quick-start-school-
supply-lists

Backpacks

Pencils

Pens

Glue Sticks

Crayons & Markers

Colored Pencils

Notebooks & Composition Notebook Wide Ruled
Wide ruled paper

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

¢ % akery Cafe
A Casey Center

1780 IVIT, J—llllUl«l«’ 7 troit’ MI 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO

ARL VWLE IVIISSIING TUU TLEASSIL LT US

KNOW IN THE OFFICE IF YOUR BIRTHDAY
OR ANNIVERSARY WAS MISSED.

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Hermenia Adams

Mashauna Adams Norma Danzie

Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Willie Lewis
Jerry Burns Chris McLaughlin
Tish Colett Kim Milligan
Maura Corrigan Mark Miller
Linda Cunningham Sharon Mudloff
Charvala Wheeler -

»n Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social justice and service to the neighborhood, the community, and each other.
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