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"Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
My beloved parishioners,

May the grace of the newborn Baby, Our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you now and always. I do not need to
remind you that the world is full of numerous challenges. While our country may not literally be at war at the
moment, we are not oblivious to the fact that the brutal scourge of war is the experience of many of our brothers
and sisters globally. Also, the scourge of poverty is felt in many parts of the globe. In all this, unity and love
are the casualties. Our country is not free of challenges, either. There is growing anger and tremendous
divisions in our communities across the country. We need God to visit our lives, our hearts, and our nation,
bringing peace, love, and unity. We must open our hearts and neighborhoods to Jesus at this Christmas time.

The birth of Jesus sheds light in the dark corners of our lives, our hearts, our Church, our streets, and our
country at large. The birth of Jesus brings light to humanity’s blind spots and hope to the downtrodden. Jesus,
Emmanuel, which means God is with us, enters the human condition with joy and hope. He comes to us to be
one of us, to be close to us, to commune with us, to share our human nature, to participate in our joys and
sorrows, hopes and anxieties, and thus lead us to His Father.

For some of us, our lives this year may have been one of triumph. For others, it may have been a life of tragedy.
And yet, for others, it may have been an in-between life. Regardless, God is yet again reminding us this
Christmas that He is with us. He is one of us, He is for us, and He invites us to be united with Him. Christmas
is a love letter written by God and delivered to us by His son. It assures us of God’s abundant love for us, “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish,
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God’s love for us brings a deep sense of Joy. The joy that Christmas brings
is not dependent on the absence of problems. It is a joy that is predicated on our knowing that we are not alone.
It is joy that convinces us that God may sometimes appear to delay in answering us, but He never disappoints.
It is a joy that assures us that, regardless of how silent God may seem to be, He is never absent. God is with
us, Emmanuel. God loves you, and I love you too.

Fr. Francis, SSJ




SCRIPTURE READINGS
Christmas Eve

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-6

Responsorial Psalm
Today is born Our Savior,
Christ the Lord.

Second Reading:
Titus 2:11-14

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading:
Luke 2:1-14

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Christmas Day

First Reading:
Isaiah 52:7-10

Responsorial Psalm
All the ends of the earth
have seen the saving
power of God.

Second Reading:
Hebrews 1:1-6

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading:
John 1:1-18

WELCOME NEW PARISH MEMBERS!
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If you are interested in becoming a member, please call
the Parish Office at 313-922-0033 or complete a
registration form available in the back of the church
and drop it in the collection basket.

Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith or
religious education programs? Contact Joseph Taylor at
the Parish House at 313-922-0033.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

The chapel within St Bonaventure happily welcomes all for
weekday Mass, especially when we aren’t having one.
7:30AM Daily Mass

FAMILY OF PARISHES
Schedule For New Years

New Years Eve
11:00PM St. Charles

New Years Day: The Solemnity of Mary
9:00AM Nativity

The Parish Office is closed until January 6". Phone messages
will be checked daily, so please leave a message if you need
something.

SUPER RAFFLE
If you mail in forms for tickets and your January 7%, you will be
in the first drawing which is January 7th. We still have about 300
tickets to sell. So, it’s not too late.

Offertory Envelopes, 2026: Please pick up your envelopes on the
way out today.

If you do not have envelopes and would like to receive them, we
can provide them for you. If you give electronically, we can
assign an envelope number to you without a physical set. Please
do not use envelopes if you make your contribution online. If you
have questions, please contact Anne, in the office, (313) 922-
0033.
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WE PRAY FOR GOD’S
ﬁ HEALING FOR

Mary Jane Accavitti, Laura Accavitti, Brandon
Adams, Judy Bartnik, Judy Brooks, Hedwig Buczek,
Frank Candela, Frank Candela’s brother-in-law, Ed,
Fran Carnaghi, Brian Cavanaugh, Erin Cronin,
Kingsley Croul, Teri DeHem, John Deisinger, Diane
Ferschneider, Douglas Frattini, Rosa Gracey, Neidra &
Mia Halthon, Jackie Hoskins, Bart Houston, Art Hill,
Journee Jones, Mia Halthon-Jones, Alex Kelly,
Genevieve and Rosy Krembel, Clarence Lewis, Olga
Ludwick, Deborah Marshall, Kathy McDonald’s
Granddaughter, Ryan, Melvin & Theresa McCoy,
Jennifer Mondalek, Richard Morecki, Gail Northcutt,
Allan Patterson, Helen & Keith Randall, Yvonne
Rottach, Phil Scamihorn, Joyce Shahady, Larry
Shelton, Jim Singer, Sheila Starke, John Stuart,
Marianne Szymanski, Jim Turnbull, Sr. Jolene,
Rosanne Schwartz’s grandson, Gavin, the Benigni and
Chida Families, the Gracey Family, Mia Halthon-
Jones’ mother-in-law, Victoria, Wilma Wilmer, and all
those who need our prayers. (Please notify Anne
Crowe at the Parish Office when a name should be
removed from this list.)

A PRAYER FOR HEALING

Lord, you are the source of health and healing. In you
there is calm and true peace. In pain, anxiety or fear,
teach us to yield ourselves to your care knowing that
your love and power surround us to give us health
and strength through Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Amen

On the Rise Bakery Cafe

At the Solanus Casey Center
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit, M| 48207
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30AM to 4:00PM
GLUTEN FREE TREATS AVAILABLE ALSO




REMINDERS:

The Live-stream 9:30 Sunday Mass is on the Parish Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/NativityDetroit
Sunday Mass can also be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@NativityofOurLord-cm8we
Church Library: Feel free to take and use books and other resources available in the back of the church.

Coins for Haiti Jug: Donations are welcome. The jug is located in the front of the church.

Parish Website: https://www.nativitydetroit.org

Parish Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/nativitycatholicchurch_detroit/

\ V' Online Giving

DONATE HERE or go to the giving site at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/nativity

MASS%/@/,-O”} BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

12-24: Nikki Woodfork

12-25: Anthony Sierengowski, Fr. Charles
12-26: Martel Stephens

12-30: Ned Impastato and Dolores Kein

Christmas Eve 5:00PM
The Nativity Family

Christmas Day 9:30AM
Peace on Earth

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
12-27: John & Gail Urso,

12-29: Wendy & Michael Kent,

12-30: Karl & Roseanne Schwartz

If you are a registered member of the parish and your
birthday or anniversary isn’t listed, please let us know.

PARISH DIRECTORY
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Fr. Frances Asomkase, SSJ, Moderator-Priest in Solidum u 2 Ad
ermenia Adams i
Fr. David Preuss, Priest in Solidum Norma Danzie
Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum Mashauna Adams Willie Lewis
Fr. Charles Nwamadi, SSJ, Priest in Solidum Sr. Ellen Burkhardt Chris McLaughlin

Deacon John Wright Jerry Burns Kim Milligan

Joseph Taylor, Pastoral Minister Coordinator Tish Colett Mark Miller

Anne Crowe, Parish Secretary Maura Corrigan Sharon Mudloff
Linda Cunningham Charvala Wheeler

Nativity’s Mission Statement

Nativity is a diverse and inclusive Catholic Faith Community on Detroit’s Eastside
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and sharing God's love through a commitment to
social iustice. and service to the neighborhood. the communitv. and each other.







