
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

There are twelve stained glass windows along the north and south aisles depicting various 
scenes from the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  The stained glass was designed and constructed 
by Conrad Schmidt Studios of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  The company exists today although it 
has moved slightly west to New Berlin, Wisconsin.  The project to build and install began in 
January, 1943, and was complete and dedicated on April 2, 1944 (Palm Sunday).  The cost was 
stated to be $20,000, which is equivalent to about $340,00 today.   The scenes depicted are 
fundamentally different from what Conrad Schmidt presented as potential plans to Father 
Bernard N. Geller.  There were three proposed plans all of which depicted the central stained 
glass scenes as well as the smaller stained glass depicting various saints.   The 
correspondence has been annotated with at least a partial list to desired changes, although the 
does not appear to be a direct documentation of the actual final configuration.  Information for 
this presentation has been taken from the correspondence from Conrad Schmidt Studio in 
January, 1943, We’ve Come This Far by Faith (History of Nativity of Our Lord Parish) by Miriam 
Moses, and Discovering Stained Glass in Detroit by Nola Huse Tutag with Lucy Hamilton 
(Pages 80-81). 

COMMENTARY: 

Scene: Raising Jairus’ Daughter 

Gospel Reference: Mark 5: 21- 24; 35-43 

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 
gathered around him while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue leaders, named 
Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet.  He pleaded earnestly with him, “My 
little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and 
live.” So, Jesus went with him. 

While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?” 

 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 

He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James.  When 
they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying 
and wailing loudly.  He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child 
is not dead but asleep.”  But they laughed at him. 

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with 
him, and went in where the child was.  He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 
koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”).  Immediately the girl stood up and began 
to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished.  He gave 
strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

 

(continued) 



Footnotes:  Jesus is wearing the red cloak that appeared in the “Baptism stained glass”. Peter, 
James and John appear over Jesus’ left shoulder.   The girl’s parents appear on the left and the 
rest of the crowd following appear to be waiting in the distance in the entrance way.  This scene 
was identified in Discovering Stained Glass in Detroit incorrectly as the raising of Lazarus, but is 
documented in the original plans as Raising Jairus’ Daughter.    

Quotes taken from New International Version 

 

FYI: Photos and commentary on the stained glass windows will periodically appear on 
the website homepage, and will eventually have shown all the windows in the main 
section of the church.  Past commentaries are maintained and can be requested by 
contacting Harry Wimble. 

 


